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There are two major categories of postal paper: those that are affixed to covers and 
related mail items as labels or seals, and those that serve in other ways. The labels that are 
affixed to covers may be further subdivided into those that are affixed by the Post Office, 
such as registration labels, insured value labels, parcel post labels, and officially sealed 
labels, and those that are generally applied by the public, such as air mail and express 
labels. Censorship sealing labels are treated in Chapter XL and interpostal seals in 
Chapter XXXIV. The other types of postal paper comprise Post Office forms given to or 
used by the public (receipts and postage-due notices, notices and announcements 
displayed for public information), items sold to the public (international reply coupons), 
packaging items (e.g. , bands for wrapping packets of postal stationery), and internal post 
office forms (manifests, accounts, notices to postmasters) . Some of the various 
announcements are described in the chapters to which they are relate and are therefore 
not taken up in this chapter. 

Registration Labels' 
In the 19th century registered letters were identified by various handstamps; labels for 
the purpose appear to have come into use in Egypt in the first decade of the 20th century 
(earliest noted date, November 1906). Most, but not all, incorporate the name of the 
office bilingually or in Arabic only. They also contain a serial number, necessarily 
printed separately. The identifying feature of all is a large capital R which may be at the 
right or left end. Registration labels were rarely postmarked, therefore the date of use and 
the office, if the name is not incorporated, can only be determined when they are on 
cover. 

Labels were printed in red, red plus a black number, or black, on white or colored 
gummed paper. Some are clearly typographed and some lithographed. They were printed 
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in sheets and separated by perforation or rouletting (in some instances the separation is 
syncopated; i.e., the cuts or holes are in pairs). An unusual format, seen in the 1960s, 
consists of the label attached on the left to a receipt form bearing the same number; only 
the label part was gummed. Use of registration labels appears to have been abandoned 
(1970s?) . 

The list that follows is the result of a preliminary survey rather than a study in depth 
and the dates given are only a rough guide and could probably be extended by many 
years in either direction. Furthermore, additional types, not necessarily scarce, may well 
exist. The list is arranged according to appearance characteristics; a chronological 
arrangement is not feasi ble because loose examples are not dated and covers, especially in 
more recent years, are often dated illegibly. 

A more thoroughly researched and enlarged classification and listing has very recently 
been published, le too late and too extensive for inclusion in the list printed below (its 
primary classification is based on the color of the printing and the paper, rather than the 
format as used here). The following points should be borne in mind: the letter "R" may 
vary from quite narrow to broad and may have a straight or cueved right leg; the serial 
numbers may be printed or handstamped; different typefaces may be used in the name of 
the office; perforation or rouletting may not be sufficiently clean-cut to be measured; 
paper color, when not white, may be in many shades from flesh and orange through pink 
to rose, and sometimes even lilac; "No. " may be written "N2./'; CAIRO may be spelt in 
Arabiic either al qahera oy1>liJ\ or masr ~- Only some of these variations are 
included in this list. 
In the list below 'e' = English spelling of the office; 'f' = French spelling. 

A - 'R' at left, flag at right 
A-1. Rectangular box, ea. 15x37mm, two panels, with number in the lower one. 
1. Upper panel blank. Black; perf. 10. f Black on peach; rouletted 14 in 

Black on peach; perf. 10 (seen OC 47). paired cuts. Le Caire (SE 66). 
Black on crimson; rouletted 7 (seen f Black on red; rouletted 13. Le Caire 

MR 63). (AU 61-JN 63), P. Said (seen 11R 55). 
Red with red number; perf. 14 (very f Black on red rouletted 7. Le Caire 

blind) (JY 69-AU 72). (seen JA 63) . 
2. Office name in upper panel, Arabic f Red with red number; perf. 12. 

above European . Le Caire (seen MY 68). 
e. Black; perf. 10. Cairo (seen OC 48). f Red with red number; rouletted 13 + 
e. Black on red; perf. 10. Cairo (OC 36 (seen AP 69). 

-JA 43). Alexandria, Moh, Bey Farid. 
e. Black on pink; perf. 10. Cairo (DE 34). 

Alexandria. 
(also P. Said, Rue Fouad 1er, Qena). 

rlRl~~-~~-;--11 
A-1 A-1.2 
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A-2. Rectangular box with number below R., ea. 21x49mm. 
No horizontal division in flag; office name Black with red name; rouletted 6. Cairo. 
in Arabic only, with Arabic number below. Black with red name; perf. 6 in paired 

Black with red name; perf. 12 in cuts. Cairo (seen DE 74). 
paired holes. Cairo (seen 74). 

A-3. Rectangular box without line between Rand flag, ea. 19x29mm. 
Office name in upper panel, Arabic above f Crimson with crimson number; very 
European. rough roulette. Le Caire (AP 71-

/ Deep magenta; rough roulette 6. NO 72) . 
Alexandrie. 

R 
642 

A-2 A-3 

A-4. Rectangular box without bottom line; two horizontal lines make three panels; 
frame double-lined. 

1. No office name; number in central panel. 
Black; perf. 10. (JA-AU 38). 

2. Office name in upper panel in 
European, in lower panel in Arabic. 

e. Black; perf. 10. Cairo (JA 20-0C 23). 
f Black; perf. 12. Caire (DE 11-JA 13). 
f Black; perf. 10. Caire (seen JA 15). 

Alexandrie . 
f Black; perf. 11. Caire . 

IH 
I 

. . ~ .. -
I 

; 

' ·- -·----'I 

No; 278 ? .. 
--~ 

' ~ ·---·· --····-- _ __.) 

A-4.1 

f Black; perf. 12. Alexandrie (seen JA 08). 
3. As 2, but Arabic in the top panel, 
European in the bottom one. 

e. Black; perf. 10. Alexandria (seen 
AU 12) . 
Cairo (AU 28-JY 38). Qena (seen 
JY 34). 
(also Ghuriya ('29-'36), Emad el 
Din ('33-'44)) 

_ra> I No. 451 -
CAIRO 

A-4.3 

A-5. Like A-4, but without vertical frame or dividing lines. 
1. f Black; perf. 10. Alexandrie. Caire. Black; perf. 10. Dawawin over Caire 
2. As above, but with handstamped boxed (seen AU 10). 
bilingual name of another office. 

A-5.1 A-5.2 
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A-6. Vertical line to left of R only; one horizontal dividing line. R may extend from top 
to bottom without "No.", or may be confined to the top panel without "No." . 

No office name. Black; rough perf. 14 (in framelines at top, bottom, and left.) 
7 pairs of holes). (Seen JA 64). (The 
perforations nearly obliterate the thin 

A-7. Box made of four rules, ea. 37x22mm; one horizontal dividing line; upper panel 
contains R and a large number. 

Bab el Luq, Mellaui. 1. Lower panel blank. Black (1960s); 
Red, perf. 61/2. (1980s). 

2. Lower panel contains office name in 
Arabic. Red; perf. 61/2. Cairo (seen DE 85), 

3. Red, Arabic above English in top panel 
(Port Said, Alexandria). 

R. 1587 R f l1fi2 
7.:.7 

A-6 A-7.1 A-7.2 

A-8. Rand inscriptions in intaglio; three panels form an arch. 
1. Inscribed O.H.E.M.S. (seen AU 44-NO 47). 

Black on red; perf. 10 (seen 1934). 2. Inscribed O.H.M.S. 
Dark blue on red; perf. 10 (seen DE 39). Pale green on white; perf 12 l/2 . (seen 
Dark blue on light green; perf. 10. JY 36 - DE 49) 

(seen AP 42). 3. Inscribed U.A.R. 
Green on white; perf. 10-101/2. Green on white; rouletted. 

A-8 

A-8.2 A-8 .3 
( o~ .~) 

B - 'R' at right, flag at left 
B-1. Rectangular box, ea. 15x37mm. Two panels , with number in lower one. 
1. No office name, black on rose. e. Black on lilac; perf. 10. Cairo, Ghouria. 
2. Office in upper panel, European above e. Black on red; perf. 10. Cairo. 
Arabic. e. Red with black number; perf. 10. 

e. Black on flesh or pink to deep rose; Cairo (seen OC 15). Alexandria 
perf. 10. (NO 06-MR 11). 
Cairo (MR 26-27). e. Black on rose or flesh (Alexandria). 
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f Red with black number; perf.? e. Red with black number; perf. 12. 
Caire (seen MY 08), Alexandria. 

f Red with black number; perf. 13. 
Caire. 

Dawawin over Cairo (seen AU 18). 
(Note: the handstamp was applied 
after the label was affixed.) 

3. Arabic name above the European. 
e. Black on deep orange; perf. ? Cairo 

(seen 29). 

e. Red with black number; perf. 12. 

4. As 2., but with bilingual handstamp of 
another office. 

Handstamp in European letters 
only, unframed. Dawawin over 
Cairo (seen JA 09) . 

;.r.,iV"'./"'~~.,... ..--------T---. ·· •" • "• · •· · · · 

c~o R .. ·; cAmp~\ R t--A-L_E_~_. :_._~·-~-' R_•_A._ •• I' 
No._94:90 .. l 

67 'i'-•· 
No. ___ -.• _ . _7_ j '. ._:-;_· ........ ,_5 ..... 4_1_6 ____ =-··-··. ,_ 

B-1.2 B-1.3 B-1.4 

Declared Value or Insured Labels 
Labels resembling registration labels but with a large 
v in place of R are known used on covers of money 
letters with insurance paid for the declared value. Too 
few have been recorded to allow any useful estimate 
of the period of use to be made, but examples have 
been seen from the 1930s. In addition to the example 
illustrated, labels otherwise identical exist with a 
double-lined frame of thin rules. Those seen are all 
black on dark rose. 

. ·' 

Ah:xandrie. ~ J..clC 1. ... : . . · . ~·· . -~ .. __ ..... 

Parcel Labels and Parcel Cards 
I know of three types of parcel labels, but more may well exist. The first to have been 
used consists of a number and "Alexandrie" surrounded on three sides by an outer thick 
and inner thin frameline, and perforated across the top; it appears that the labels were 
printed with two parts separated by a horizontal line of perforation, the lower part being 
intended for application to parcel forms and the upper part (inscriptions unknown) to be 
retained by the post office. The frame is 56mm wide, "Alexandrie" is 25mm long, and the 
numerals are 3.Smm tall. These labels appear to have been applied only at Alexandria, 
whether or not the parcel was mailed there (I have an example mailed in Cairo, dated 
11NO83, with the Alexandrie label). A second version of this label, seen used in 1897, has 
a frame 57mm wide, with "Alexandrie" 19mm long, and numerals 2.8mm tall. Both 
versions are printed in black on off-white to buff paper of poor quality. 

Nearly square (35x3 lmm) red labels having three panels, Arabic name at top, 
European at bottom, and large, bold numerals in the middle, were used in the early part 
of the 20th century. They are perforated 10 on four sides. I have seen examples inscribed 
ALEXANDRIA, ALEXANDRIE, MANSURA, and TANTA. 

Smaller labels printed in red on white paper and composed of three panels in a 
rectangular frame measuring ea. 32x20mm, inscribed with the office name in Arabic in 
the top panel, in European letters in the bottom panel, and having a number in the 
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middle panel, were put in use later (seen from the 1920s) and may still be in use. I have 
seen them only for Cairo, Azhar (Cairo), and Alexandria; they are perforated 10 on three 
or four sides. 

· :.Jf'.: -88'.;~:r · :~ .. (-,·x1~~n'd-ri~ ::>·;;IF"i~:? ~,,,-~-&:>----· ·:s~·~ ~~o: · ·- " 

iiL';;,> : .~j·:~,,~'':"'';~i~ :IJf-i I 
2~l'43~::=drie ""l' i [ MANSU~A ' 

} ,. ... . ' ~; '"-

t,,~;:,,L;;~~ .... :::-ki<: 

Parcel Labels. 

Parcel Cards (Dispatch Notes), of dimensions 18 to 19mm by 13 to 14mm, printed on 
thick, buff stock of poor quality, were used in Egypt since at least the early 1880s. Those 
intended for international use were at first inscribed only in French. They are headed 
BULLETIN D'EXPEDITION and are provided with spaces for the affixing of stamps and for 
the postmark of origin, as well as lines for the address, the insured value if any, the 
amount of reimbursement if any, the weight, and the name and domicile of the sender. 

These forms usually bear high-value stamps, sometimes in multiples. Early in the 20th 
century similar forms were introduced with inscriptions in English and French, headed 
DESPATCH NOTE- BULLETIN D'EXPEDITION and printed on grey or rose stock. Still later 
(1930s?) the language reverted to French only, in a revised format. In the UAR period the 
inscriptions were changed to French and Arabic. The new parcel cards were printed in 
green on white stock in a much revised format. They were accompanied by a customs 
declaration form in the same size and color. 

For internal parcels, parcel cards inscribed in French and Arabic were provided. They 
are of special interest because of the lengthy explanation of regulations that is printed on 
the backs. The earlier ones were on yellow stock; later ones are found on buff, pinkish 
tan, or blue stock. In the 1970s internal parcel cards inscribed only in Arabic came into 
use. At some time, perhaps in the 1940s, parcels became subject to a fiscal tax that was 
paid by means of fiscal stamps affixed to the parcel card. Receipt forms for internal 
parcels also exist, inscribed in French and Arabic, and headed simply COLIS POSTAUX. 
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..:..J~)l .:.>~~Jr·' 
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~ 
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J COU PON DU BULLETI N 

D' EX Pt DITIO N \ Bulletin d'cxpedilioo de Colis Poslm pour l'iolirieur ._,hi\\ ;.,1;-'-'r ..r. .,..11 ..:.._,,)\ ~_,_>,JL) .ho\.. 
JL,\I' i.b; l.,. ....._,_ -

, •· Ci-joint un colis postal a l'adresse de: r L "'-'-" > _,.b l.i..> ~J 
T1mbre Adatesdubureau d'origine f/J. ~ - 5 
~)u 1.,:>"" J-r'~'r r.-i H ~~j· 

Ti••re 'tllt (' T. 5) I 
"'-'Y. ~ 

0 ~r~~~, n~-\ 
l""1 Montant A recouvrer du destinataire au profit de l'expediteur: 

"-•J-.flr.r...JIJ-_,.lll;!" J.=': I.. ~ 
(1 } ........................................................ ............................................. P. T.. . ..................... .. 

0 0:_,.; v.1 I 

Timbre p11!t ( t P. T. 1 

1
1 

"'-'Y. i....J, 
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' ·l";i:l 

00 
r.-i 
~ 
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le destinata.ire. 0 

4=-Jl •.i..>b..,JIJ-.,)Jt__,....; Ill 
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, }.JI ( il...l..1.H"-' _,J I J!.., u ~ 'T-.F' ~I t.r.111 ~ 

N•d'ordreducolisripondantj . · I - I · t < . 
au numero du recipissi ( Poids Kg .......... gr................. .. .............. ( r ............ ( r -"":' 1.:!J; 

~ >~~~ \' ..................... .. ...• a vis de reception (3) (r} JL,,,'% (" ............ .. 

( t ) b lnte1 lt\lru rt n t~ilru . f '! l .I. mi1ptir par le h rtn ~e duti111 1i11 . I l J .h ec tt m a . 

...!D > 0_,~ _,IJL,,,~L 1_k :n ..,i1 J-_,.11~1;;ro-~ ;.F" l rJ w;_,.,ls" l\I 

Parcel Cards. 

~ 
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Returned Mail Labels 
and Envelopes 

Labels crudely printed in black on white 
paper, having a list of reasons for retu rn in 
French and Arabic to be ticked as 
appropriate, came into use not earlier than 
the 1940s. They superseded the RETOUR 

handstamps that had been used previously. 
Closely related to the labels are Return 

Envelopes inscribed SERVICE DES REBUTS in 
which undeliverable letters were enclosed 
for return to the sender. They are made of 
buff paper of low quality. The earliest I 
have seen is dated 20 AO 81. 

A Returned Mail label. 
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PQSTES EGYPTIENNES · ~.r-- .. ~ _y, 

DIRECTION GENtRALE •).>Y\ r_,r 

SERVICE DES R,.gBUTS 4 -.::.i )L\_r 
l;ellrc tom bee c11 rebut pour Jes . motifs indiques , au dos de I' adressc . 

.do,. _,,lo Jc L.>;,-\1 ~ ~\ ..;.;Jl..\_,~I 0<-".->.;_, .....;_,_);.. . 

JJl .......... ~.~~~-·- ·-·-··· ··--·····-·· ···· · 

A Returned Mail Envelope. 

Postal Receipts 

759 

·_./ 

Printed forms to serve as receipts for various types of payments include those for 
registered letters, post office boxes, money orders, and advice of reception. The earliest 
ones are inscribed only in Italian2 and are headed AMMINISTRAZIONE DELLE R. POSTE 

EGIZIANE, AMMINISTRAZIONE DELLE POSTE EGIZIANE, AMMINISTRAZIONE DELLE VICE 

REALI POSTE EGIZIANE, or AMMINISTRAZIONE DELLE POSTE KHEDEUIE EGIZIANE (not 
necessarily all in capitals) (receipts issued by the Posta Europea are mentioned in Chapter IV). 
They were customarily struck with a CASSA date-stamp or an ordinary one. Money order 
fo rms and receipts for transmission of "gruppi" (parcels of gold coins or other valuables) 
had 20 paras in stamps affixed and cancelled with a CASSA date-stamp3; the receipt part 
received only the date-stamp. 

The headings of the several kinds of receipt in this period are: "Ricevuta della 
Polizza" (parcels of value); "Ricevuta del Vaglia" (money orders); "Ricevuta dell'assegno" 
(money order); "Balletta di Deposito" (registered letter receipt), or "Ricevuta di Ritorno 
di Lettera". The last customarily bear a 1-piaster stamp4. Receipts for transmission of 
"gruppi" had no special heading. 

After French began displacing Italian as the language of the Post Office from 1877, 
the language used in the receipts followed. The earliest that I have seen is a receipt for a 
registered item; it is headed POSTES EGYPTIENNES I bosta masriya I Ret;u de l'objet 
recommande etc., with a space for the date-stamp of the receiving office (Assiout Caisse, 
8 MA 84). Another kind of receipt was for official correspondence (correspondances du 
Gouvernement et des Dain~s); it bears the inscription Rei;u les Correspondances ci-dessus 
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AMi\ilNISTRAZIONE 
. (. oo , '"l 9.· ~' GD · , f~ -. . , . - · . ' 
,d,e.~lc.1 _} . .J\'.J.'Jo~1Xe · l?. ~Jv_:v;t. 0...l~~ . 

·- . ~. _:' . , .. ,. , 
, ~ r_:· 

.· : ·:. · .. ······ 
. i .· · 

·: ~ ·..:. 

:'· .' 

Receipt for dispatch 
of a "group" . 

indiquees. Very much later, receipts were produced trilingually in English, French, and 
Arabic; the earliest I have seen is an internal money order receipt, Jan. 1903. 
International money order receipts, however, used only English and French. In the years 
since the overthrow of the monarchy, receipts have appeared in Arabic only. 
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Postage Due Notices 
Notices to the effect that mail to the addressee was held at the post office against 
payment for postage due were probably used for mail addressed to a post office box or to 
a street address. The earliest of these, however, were statements of accounts due, 
provided monthly to firms or individuals reliably known to the Post Office. More 
information is to be found in Chapter XXIV. A related type of notice advises the 
recipient of customs charges due on mail held at the Post Office. 

(No. 11 D I o ;}) 

POST OFFICE - ..:.~1 ;J.-.. - POSTES 

The Delivery Office hmby informs I 
1 

•. 

L;,bureau .de la Disi.rih~ informe I · ~~-' ~ -:;t; ~~~ 
~~~,~-. ~~~:-:-: 
tha'. the_followin:; articles are lying ta hi.a addre~, vii.- I ~ .. :'.'I ..:i:>L-l)I~ 
ciu'il ex1ste a. son adresse: ,~ I · . 

Unpaid correspondence for <-q-Millierms r}----~ ~t \1"~-4-lv" 
Correspondance taxee pour Milliemes. __ _ 

Bulky articles. 
Objets volumineux. 

An example of a Postage Due Notice. 

Advice of Reception 
Notices giving advice of reception were probably introduced in the Italian period, as noted 
under "Receipts". A related situation is that in which the sender inquires after the fact whether a 
registered latter has been properly delivered. For this service a special form in French and Arabic 
was provided. An example of such a form sent to Germany in 1890 is shown. 

Air Mail and Motor Mail Labels 
When a special routing linking Egypt with Baghdad by the 
Nairn brothers motor service across the Syrian Desert was 
introduced in 1923, labels inscribed MOTOR MAIL, printed in red 
in sheets of 6xl2, were provided5. Unused ones are not very 
scarce, but examples properly used on cover are hard to find and 
much in demand. 
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Air mail service over the same route followed shortly and analogous labels, printed in 
blue, were provided to identify letters intended for it. These were the first of the many 
air mail labels used in Egypt. In the ensuing years both privately produced and officially 
provided air mail labels came into use6. Some of the private ones had the additional 
function of identifying the desired air line in a period when carriage by different air lines 
incurred different rates of postage; such labels also advertised the air lines . The following 
list is based largely on the catalog of Muller6a, augmented with information from Sears7 
and my own collection. 
1924 (1) AIRMAIL Blue; perf. 10; sheet 

format 12xll. 
1929 (1) AIR MAIL . Dark blue; per f. 10; 

sheet format 1 lx12. 
Same, imperf. 

1931 (2) PAR A VION. Blue; perf. 10; sheet 
format llx12 or lOxl 1. 

1931 (2) PAR A VION. Dark blue; perf. 12; 
sheet format 1 lx12. (Exists with 
double vertical perforation.) 

(i1 . ~fC: . ?.f\lc .., ~~ I 

2 

193 1 (3) BY AIR MAIL/ PAR AVION . Blue; 
perf. 11 Y2 horiz.; booklet panes of 
4 (Imperial Airways) . 

1931? (4) by air mail / PAR AVION. Blue; 
rouletted 6Y2; booklet panes of 4 
(Imperial Airways). 

1934 (5) PAR A VION. Blue; zigzag roulette; 
booklet panes of 4 (Imperial 
Airways). 

-

~· 
3 

. . . 

BY · AIR MAIL 
PAR AVION 

4 

1934? (6) As 5, lettering somewhat thicker; 
perf. 11 Y2; booklet panes of 4 
(Imperial Airways) . 

1934 (7) 16 July. PARAVION. Dark blue; 
perf. 10; thick or thin paper; sheet 
format 8x26. 

1934 (7) Pale blue or ultramarine; perf. 10. 
1935 (7) Blue; perf. 11; booklet panes of 4 

(Imperial Airways). 
1935 (7) Feb. Blue; rouletted; booklet 

panes of 4 (Imperial Airways). 

. o°J!.J:f. . 
PAR AVION 

6 

7 

1935 (8) BY AIR MAIL Blue; rouletted 
horiz.; booklet panes of 4 (KLM). 

1937 (9) April. PAR A VION I AIR MAIL 
Blue; rouletted horiz.; booklet 
panes of 4 (KLM) . 

1937 (9) Oct. (Blue; perf. 14 horiz.; 
booklet panes of 4 (KLM). 

BYKLM AIR • • .HAIL 

· uY.~/. K.L.M 
PA~ Av10N M~ rL 
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1937? (10) BY AIRMAILIPARAVION. 
Dark blue; perf. l l1/2 (die-cut?). 

1939 (11) PAR A VION Blue-black; perf. 11 
horiz.; booklet panes of 4 (Misr 
Airlines). 

1939 (12) AIR MAIL Blue; perf. 12 (ALA 
LITTORIA). 

S'r- JV' ... /\.."- v ·v V\. . .....r..... -...J'\,l\J\. t\ .f\..'\ .. ... ( 

) l 
i ( 

) ~ 
~ ( 

5 ~ 10 
~-f'\r""' .... "\f .. ,... '\r' .... ""-"\,...r\1 .... r"\."\.r\...~ 

1940 (13) PARAVION Blue; perf. 11 (AIR 
FRANCE). 

194? (14) Dark blue; perf. 11Yz (AIR 
FRANCE). 

11 

12 

194? (15) Light blue; perf. 11 (AIR FRANCE). 

14 

194? (16) Blue; rouletted (AIR FRANCE). 
1947 (17) AIR MAIL-PAR AVION Red and 

dark blue; die-cut (TWA) (also 
with 'By' written in red before 
'TWA'). 

194? (18) Blue; perf. 11 (BOAC). 

PAR AVIDM~;:,~IJ 
. I 

AIR · ..>-:-'. 
• FRANCE. ~t,.:s 

"" u~~.'<4t~~..::<~.:.. .. ~~""'~~~~ • 

....__s.9": ~.J--:-' '" 

18 

1948 (19) Green; perf. 11 (SAIDE); sheets of 
16 - also imperf .. 

1957? (20) PAR AVION Blue; perf. 10Y2. 
19?? (21) Blue and black; die-cut (British). 
19?? (22) Blue and red; rouletted (?) 

horizontally (USA) . 

. ..\e 
19 ~u 

20 ::~ 
: a a; e 04; a • c u • 

21 

22 
VIA AIR MAIL 
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196? (23) Blue and red; die-cut (TWA). 195? {24) Blue and red; die-cut. 

AIR MAIL 
23 24 

Labels 21 to 24 have been seen on covers mailed in Egypt, but they may not have 
been available there; they were probably carried along by travelers. 

NOTE 
Many labels other than those listed exist inscribed PAR A VION and barid al-gawiy. They 
were issued in other countries that use the Arabic alphabet (Lebanon, Sudan, Syria, Iran). 
The Mair catalog6b lists five more labels from the 1950s and 1960s, but I have not seen 
them on an Egyptian cover. 

The covers of the booklets that contained air labels are not without interest . 

• ATTACH ONE OF THESE LABELS 
AND YOU CAN SEND A 

10 ·GRAMME 
AIR MAIL LETTER TO GREAT BRITAIN. 
AFFIX STAMPS TO THEVALUEOFONLY 

15 MILLI 
AND POST IN ANY 

Express Labels 

Covers of some 
air mail label booklets. 

lffiPERIRL 
RIRUJRY5! 

i 
THC QllCATCST AIR\ 
llEll\llCC IN THC: WORLD 

Travcl-Posl your lcllus' 
Send your Cooda by Air, 

Four types of express labels are known used: inscribed in French only, black on red, perf. 
10V2 (two sizes of lettering); inscribed in French and Arabic (musta'agel), black on rose, 
perf. lO Yz; inscribed in Arabic (mgkh~ooi), black on red, apparently rouletted on one or 
two sides (seen used JY 57). The fourth one represents a change in Arabic wording: 
musta'agal has been replaced by mukh£OO£ ("special"). A fifth label is known, but has not 
been seen on cover; it is inscribed in Arabic only (musta'agel) and is printed in red on 
white, unlike the others. These labels do not seem to have been much used. 
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Express label (see Chapter XXVI Fig. 2 for earl ier types). 

Printed Matter Labels 
Examples of an imperforate label inscribed PRINTED MATTERS and Arabic equivalent are 
known on covers of the 1960s, but such labels may have been used over a much longer 
time. 

A Printed Matter label. 

Officially Sealed Labels 
The wording on these labels explains their purpose. Prior to the issue of the first of the 
labels so inscribed in 1907, in terpostal seals were sometimes used for the purpose 
(Chapter XXXIV) . Only the Yvert & Tellier catalog has made an effort to list these seals 
(and even to price them, although none is rare). The numbers 1 to 7 in the list that 
follows correspond to those of Yvert & Tellier; the others, which came into use later8, 
are numbered somewhat arbitrarily because dates of issue are uncertain. All are printed in 
black on white paper. The earlier ones are reported by Cox9 to have been supplied in 
booklets containing 25 panes of 20. They were lithographed except for label 2, which was 
typographed. The variants noted below differ only slightly; they have been illustrated by 
Cox. The top sheet margins carry small imprints of various forms, all identifying the 
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label as No. SlA and the printer: McC. & Co. Ltd. (presumably McCorquodale; label 2 
only); I.N. (Imprimerie Nationale), or Govt. Press. 

1906 (1) Perf. 12 or imperf. 1927-30 (7) Perf. 10 "TROuvEE" (3 variants) . 
1908 (2) Perf. 10. The spelling with accents on both 
1913-15 (3) Perf. 12 (4 variants). E's ofTROUVEE occurs in positions 
1920-23 (4) Perf. 10 (4 variants). 5, 7, 10, and 12 of the sheet in 1928, 
1924-25 (5) Perf. 10 "OR TORN" and positions 7, 10, and 12 of the 
1926 (6) Perf. 10 "TROUVE" (3 variants). 1929 printing. 

1 ~ EGYPT•· 

I 
FOUND 
OPEN 

I AND 
. OFFICIALLY I SEALED 

FOUND 
OPEN· 
AND 

OFFICIALLY 
SEALED. 

'FOUND . 
· Of?EN .. 

OR fJ ORN 
·'AND 
OFFICIALLY : 
, SEALED. 

l P. N • . 51 A ) (A • l () -!!J. ) 

;----------------
1 .--------------, 

i EGYPTEr"" ~!:£01 
; TROUVEE \ -- · 
I OUVERTE \ ~.! 
~ ' OU ' I l::r~ ' I DECHlREE ) ,.._ •• ; 

I , l:T /.. \..1_r,. j 
: REPARt.E ""- ·· 1 ~--1 ;,f • , o·omcE. ___ / ~jc~ 

1 

3 

7 7 

EGYPT. 
FOUND ·. 

.. :.OPEN . 

AND 
. OFFICI.ALLY 

2 SEALED. > 

4 

FOUND 
OPEN 
AND 

OFFICIALLY 
SEALED. 

.....,.J i...,,.... . 
' 'F- ' 
~) · 
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1931-35 (8) Perf. 10, split circle (5 variants) 
1961? (9) UARPerf. lOVz. 
1958? (10) RAU rouletted 6. 
1961? (11) UAR rouletted. 
1961? (12) As 11, but perf. 10. 
1968? (13) Finer lettering, rouletted. 

R.J\.U. 
TllOl!VEE 
OL'VERT( 

OU 
DECI-lllUE 

ET 
RE PAREE 
OloFFICE 10 

(14) RAE rouletted 6. Two variants: 
A. ya of 'arabiya above the top 

of the dividing line. 
B. ra' above the dividing line. 

1989? (15) As 14, but red. 
1996? (16) As 14, but inscriptions in 

sloping capitals, and with the 
misspelling "DESMIREE". 

9 

13 

)

. U.A.R ti?'?-J..'!?'1~1 
...-. 

-~· c· TROUvtt· ...\....>.• . · 
OU VERT£ • .; 

OU ~;;.......a... 
DEC~Rt£ ~JI · 
Rtl'AJlU: \-:....,-;-'lfl~\a . 
D'OFflCE ~JC:-"' · 

ll . A. R 

TROUVEE 
OUVERTE 

·ou 
llECllll\f:I: 

ET 
Hf.l'l\HloE 
D"<lHlt"E 

~-' 
~~ 
lJj ... ;.y, 
~;~!J 

Related to the foregoing are some imperforate labels, black on white or white on 
black, inscribed EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT (see Other Labels, ahead) ; they were 
sometimes used to seal letters found open. 

International Reply Coupons 
The UPU Congress of 1907, held in Rome, established the regulations for international 
reply coupons to be issued by member countries. Egypt had submitted a proposal for a 
postal stationery envelope for the same purpose (illustrated in Chapter XXXIII) , but the 
final decision favored the proposal from Great Britain for special coupons. More 
information on the history of the subject, with the actual texts of the UPU Articles 
concerning reply coupons and subsequent modifications at later Congresses, is to be 
found in a comprehensive article by Cocatre and BouladlO, extracted from a project for a 
catalog of world-wide reply coupons 11 . 
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The coupons were printed for the UPU in Switzerland by Binziger & Cie, Einsiedeln, 
upon requisition by each country (the printer's imprint appears outside the bottom frame of 
all coupons). The country is charged only the cost of printing. The coupons were initially 
valid for exchange for stamps to the value of 25 centimes or equivalent, which was the 
external rate for a letter of the first weight stage. It was specified that the coupons would 
actually be sold for 28c. Upon presentation by the recipient at a post office, stamps were 
provided and the coupon was retained by the post office for accounting use . In later years, 
following World War I, inflation led to progressively increased rates. The growth in 
importance of international air mail following World War II led to the practice of using two 
coupons to obtain stamps equivalent to the air mail rate. 

The fo llowing list includes only those types known to have been issued by Egypt, but 
there are some additional sub-types known for other countries which may also have been 
issued by Egypt. The general scarcity of reply coupons causes special difficulty in making 
a catalog of all varieties for a particular country. Those that have survived are ones that 
were never presented for exchange. Stocks do not exist and it would be difficult to 
purchase large quantities (some countries severely limit purchases, out of suspicion that 
they may be used to circumvent control of currency exchange) . Those listed here are 
those in the list compiled by Cocatre and Boulad in 1956, supplemented by some more 
recent issues. The latest one listed is inscribed UAR and it is probable that it was 
succeeded by ones inscribed ARE or "Egypt" that have not yet been reported. 

Model A 
Coupons A-1 to A-4 are watermarked 25c. I UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE I 25c., and 
are printed in dull blue with a grey-green ornamental background, on pale tan paper. 

1907 (1 NO) A-1. 11 milliemes. Inscriptions 1908 A-2. 11m. As A-1, without the 
on the back in German (4 lines), dividing rules on the back. 
English, Spanish, and Italian; 1909 A-3. llm. As A-2, but the German 
horizontal rules separate the four text is reduced to 3 lines. 
paragraphs. 

Model A 
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1922 A-4. 20m. New text is overprinted in 
red at right angles to the original 
text on the back (required by 

Model B 

changes made at the UPU 
Congress in Madrid). 

Model B was issued with a new watermark, 40c. I UNIONPOSTALE UNIVERSELLE I 40c. 
1926 B-1. 20m. The design is as Model A, with the globes replaced by blank circles. 

Model C 
Model C has a watermark no longer showing a currency value: UPU in large, double-lined 
letters; printed in dark blue with a yellow-buff background in the central square on white 
paper. 

1930 C-1. 20m. Text the same as on C-4. 
1931 (1 NO) C-2. 23m./20m. Surcharge 

typographed in red. 
1934 C-3. 25m. On the back, the four 

inscriptions are in three lines each. 
1935 C-4. 25m. On the back, the German, 

English, and Spanish inscriptions 
are in four lines each, the Italian 
in three. The German ends with 
fur einen gewohnlichen 
Auslandsbrief der ersten 
Gewichtsstufe umgetauscht. 

1937 C-5. 25m. As C-4, but the German 
reads fur einen einfachen 
gewohnlichen A uslandsbrief 
umgetauscht. 

1937? C-6. 25m. As C-5, but the German is 
in Gothic letters. 

1940 C-7. 25m. The text on the face is 
changed from les Pays de !'Union 
to les Pays de !'Union Postale 
Universelle. 

1943 C-8. 25m. The text on the back is in 
four paragraphs of four lines each 
(instead of 4/ 4/ 4/3) . 

1948 C-9. The inscriptions on the back 
changed to English, Arabic, 
Japanese, Spanish, and Russian. 

1951 C-10. 35m. The printer's imprint is 
18mm long. 

1952 C-11. 35m. The imprint is 13mm long. 

1955 C-12 . 40m/35m. Handstamped 
surcharge in black. 

1953? C-13. 40m. 

r.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

!ICOUPON·REPONSE INTERNATIONAL I! 

Model C 
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1963? C-14 60m.The Arabic typeface is 
changed; the country name is 
"Republique Arabe Unie"; the 
inscription in the lower-left box 

reads Empreinte de contr6le I du 
Pays d'origine I date facultative. 

1968? C-15 as C-14 but 65m. 

Di eser Schein wird in alien Uindern des Weltpostvereins gegen ein oder meh· 
rere Postwertzeichen im Gesamtwert der Gebuhr !Ur einen einfachen gewiihn
lichen Aus\andsbrief umgetauscht. 

This coupon ;°s exchangeable in any country of the Universal Postal Union for 
a postage stamp or postage stamps representing the amount of postage for an 
ordinary single-rate letter destined for a foreign country. 

~L.J:<,Pl_t.ll(f~,,,.._,.,Jl,L._$-V''1'~~J ~10;,i_,.J1_.,:.-1~ 

l:,,; L>''lr·-........ /.J1UI ;.;_;; 'v:,,) ~:Jl__...-J.Y~ 1~ ~.A:-'./.e1,P,i 

;3{'-*:m--7~ ~ ~J!l~ ~$;~,ff~~ 
$~.:t. t~~:t-~1-t-t)r ~ ~ ~~~ 
Este cup6n podra ser canjeado en todos los Palses de la Uni6n Postal Univer
sal por uno o varios sellos postales que representen e\ importe de\ franqueo 
de una carta ordinana de porte sencil\o destinada al extranjero. 

9ror 1'y11011 ofo1cm111ar.rrn nn ncr.x cr1nwax Bcem1p11oro no•1ronoro coIOait 

na O)l;liY 11;111 llCl'liO : lbJ;(l flfl 'ITOllhlX )!apo", f!JlCl\CTaD.TIHIOl.l\llX CTOID!OCTL 

OllJ:tT1.1 fljlOCTl)I"() 1111ri,.1rn. II 0:111y l'i\llllllllY Bera 110 II:l.311il'IClllllO 3a rpa111111y. 

Model D 

The text on the back 
ofC-9 to C-14. 

Model D is printed in light blue with a yellow background in the central square. The 
country name is in red. The usual printer's imprint is absent. 

1960s D-1. 65m. ea. 1970 D-2. 120m. "Republique/ Arabe Unie." 

*UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE * 

~ [i.l!if!!!iiif!!!iiif!!!iiif!!!iiif!!!iiif!!!iiif!!!iiif!!!iiif!!!ii~~~~i c: 
~ z 
W f; 1;:)"'\JLi1 \<i lll: O 
en 4f111 fit: ilr l \ E ;:<>'-'•;.,;-Ji: .,-:', z 
a: 
w 
> 
z 
:::> 

w 
...J 

< ... 
en 
0 
Q. 

z 
0 

Coupon·reponse International 
Ce coupon est echangeable dans tous 
les Pays de l 'Union postale universe\le 
conlre un timbre-poste ou des timbres
poste representant le montant de l'af
lranchissement d'une lettre ordinaire de 
port simple a destination de l"etranger. 

~JJ __.....,IY. ~ 
,\IV1u 1~ ~J~lo~U~l..A 
~·~2-:-/.t:_Y,,/t'.LJ,,t,Jw1u-!'/I 
C.:,L../,r---:/.J1if1;;.;.J1u~,u.;J~t,}J 
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In recent years the UPU changed over to coupons having no country name, with or 
without price of sale (225m. and 400m., in red, known); they are printed in blue with a 
pale yellow background design on paper watermarked single-lined UPU in multiple 
(earliest seen 1991, but probably introduced much before). 

Postal Stationery Bands 
Each issue of postal stationery (envelopes or postal cards) was delivered to the Postal 
Administration collated into packets of 10 or 20 held by a paper band with a printed 
bilingual identification of the kind and quantity of item. The bands provided by the De 
La Rue Company were ornate and were printed in various colors (red, green, brown, 
grey-blue). The bands were imprinted with the sale price of the packet rather than the 
denomination; for example a packet of 20 1-millieme envelopes cost 3pi. (1.Sm. for each 
envelope). When an item was revalued by surcharging, so was the corresponding band. 

The Survey Department continued the practice, but with plainer bands, printed in black. 
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Documents for Internal Use in the Postal Service 
It is impossible to catalog the various kinds of documents used within the postal service 
because only scattered examples are known. However, many such documents ranging 
from postal correspondence to printed notices distributed to postmasters are held in the 
Cairo Postal Museum. Many of them are of intense interest for the information they 
contain. A selection of the most important ones has been published over a span of many 
years in L 'Orient Philatelique, with translations by Ibrahim Chaftar (most of these are 
cited in the chapters in this book concerned with the corresponding subject). In general, 
early internal correspondence was in Italian, but notices were quadrilingual (Arabic, 
English, French, and Italian) . Another category includes paper items intended to 
accompany mail in transit. Such items are tags for mail bags, facing slips, and manifests of 
registered letters. In recent decades internal forms and directives are mostly in Arabic 
only. Although all such items are intrinsically collectible, substantial problems in the 
form of difficult availability, large size, fragile paper, and cryptic functions reduce their 
popularity for inclusion in collections and the feasibility of putting them in exhibitions. 
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Other Labels and Forms 
Labels 132 D . These are labels inscribed EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT, either black on white 

or white on black. They are die-cut and are gummed. They appear to be 
intended primarily for identification of letters, but instances exist where they 
are used as closure seals. 

(1320.) (LJ"'\'l'"Y) 

2~1;,.~1 
EGYPTIAN 

GOVERNMENT. 

f 1:s.= DJ (_,.....,,...,.., 

ECYPTIAN 
COVERNMENT. 
~ ~t,·· _f""'J1 .. ~~~ 

Labels M. of C. 52Q or 52Q. These labels are inscribed either POST OFFICE (white on 
black; die-cut) or EGYPTIAN POST AL ADMINISTRATION (black on pink; 
rouletted). An example of the latter exists struck with the circular date-stamp of 
Cairo in 1965. 

152 q . 1 cq.oT) 

POST OFFICE. 

~_,.}\~ 

Label P. 44. Black on white; use uncertain. 

( P 44.0 D. 11 •• kl.) 

Signature ou cachet ·. • · \ ~t'i I I 

I :~,~''_o-sa_n_t_. ____ ~ __ ..-_, ~ ;:, I 

A label with greenish lettering on black has been seen on a November 1921 cover, 
inscribed PUBLIC CUSTODIAN I ENEMY PROPERTY I IN EGYPT I CAIRO; there is 
no label number. 

Remboursement labels. Labels inscribed "Remboursement", in some cases accompanied 
by "Value Payable" and moghool ilaya, as authorized by the UPU in 1891, have 
been seen with dates of 1906 to 1909, but their use probably extends for much 
longer. 
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Censorship notices. Two forms, dated during World War II, referring to damage or 
missing contents, the first in blue, the second in dull pink, have been recorded. 
Both bear strikes of the postal censor handstamps usually seen on covers. 

, (Fo101 No 11 l'.C:) 

~ 
.'+koi ccmorship i~ not responsible for the 

mu1ilation of this letter. 

Censorship notices. 
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