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IN MEMORIAM

JOHN H. E. GILBERT

John Gilbert passed away in England on January
22, 1974 in his 73rd year. His was o history of
long service to philately, Egyptian philately in
particular. His collection of Egyptian Air Mails
won many international honors and he waos never
too busy to help a fellow collector inthis, or any
other philatelic field.

His signature to the Roll of Distinguished Philat-. -

elists in 1971 climaxed a long and illustrious car-
eer. A fellow in the "Royal" for 26 of more than
30 years there he remained constantly active plus
activities in many other British Societies.

John was an outgoing person and you would be
hard put to remain a stranger long in his presence.
He counted his friends world-wide and his place
among us must long remain vacant insilent tribute
to this great philatelist — this great man,

ON THE ANTIQUITIES

Qur reader, DOROTHY MINTO, is an expert on
Egyptian antiquities and will be happy to share
her knowledge with those readers of Topics with
a similar interest.

This is a pepular subject with many, particularly
those collecting the stamps - of Egypt with a The-
matic Theme. Dorothy's letter goes on to say that
this information is listed in about eleven pages in
the Fine Arts Handbook as the following example.

20 m. Tutankhamen's "Dummy" 30 in.
high of painted sutccoed wood.
Figure from waist up made with
out arms. Purpose unknown,

c. 1350
BC

She also says she has a complete record of source
material, in this case, "Tutankhamen" by Des-
roches-Noblecourt, page 194. The Handbook lists
a Bibliography of nearly 400 titles, many of which-
are in her personal library. If any of our members
wish specific information she will be glad to furn-
ish it on receipt of an SASE.

Eds. Note: If enough of you are interested in any
specific phase as evidenced by your letters to the
editor, we will ask Dorothy to do an article tor us
in a forthcoming issue of Topics.

P

EGYPTIAN TOPICS

OUR NEW ISSUE SERVICE

Some time ago TOM OLSON of Berkeley began a
new issue service for the readers of Topics. After
many complaints that our people were unable (and
unwilling to pay the high prices) to get new issues
from Egypt. Tom solved our problem by ordering
directly from the Egyptian Post Office on a share
the cost basis among all participants. We can now
report that it is emminently successful and build-
ing larger all the time. However, there is room
for more — the more that participate the lower
the cost to all. This program began in November
1971 and is now firmly established. We thank the
Egyptian Philatelic Agency for the fine service.

HERE IS THE INTERESTING PART: You all know
what it costs at reatil from the dealers — "Plenty".
Tom says, as an example: The first 19 stamps com-
plete in mint singles cost a total of $1.54. Blocks
and First Day Covers are proportionate. Costs for
an individual are high due to registration, money
order exchange etc. With our plan these costs are
shared by all and amount to pennies.

For those interested who have not already subscr-
ibed and are interested here are the ground rules.

ADDRESS YOUR REQUEST TO: (Not Topics)

TOM OLSON _
4 WOODMONT COURT
Berkeley, California, 94708, U,S.A.

Do not send your form or deposit to Topics. This
will only delay your order.

TOM: Send me the following NEW ISSUES of
Egypt, for which | enclose my deposit,

as follows to apply against my order,

__ Single of each issue: Deposit  $ 2.50
: F.D.C. of each issue: Deposit 2.50
: Blk. of 4, each issue:  Deposit 10.00
: Other:
Deposit to be arranged
My Name Is:
(Please Print)

My Address;

City: State




