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A N N 0 U N C E M E N T S 

1 . THE EXPERT COMMITTEE 

Supplement 

" 

Major E .L.G. IVJacArt hur , M. C. , C. de G. , Chairman of the E . S .C. Expert 
Committee is suffering further eyesight trouble, we regret to announce. 

page 

" 

For the time being , Maj. MacArthur requests that Members send NO MORE 
SUBMISSIONS to the Expert Committee . 

295 
295 
295 
295 
295 
295 

Since taking over as Chairman of the Expert Committee 1 Major MacArthur has 
dealt with more submissions than were dealt with by his predecessors. Eyesight 
is, of course 9 and essential attribute in a philatelist, and we hope to have 
better news as to Major MacArthur before too long . 

2 o LIST OF MEMBERS 

It has been decided to issue an updated List of Members of E.S .C. , as a 
supplement to a future Q. C, 

Unless we hear t o t he contrary 1 we shall assume that Members are willing to 
have their addresses shown in a list for general distribution . If you do not 
wish your address to be disclosed, PLEASE WRITE IN NOW . 

If your address is incorrect ly shown on the envelope containing this issue of 
the Q.C ., please advise us urgently . Please also advise us of your correct 
POSTCODE. 

The late GEORGE T. HOUSTON, Australia 

A 
B 

We very much regret to learn of the death, late last year, of this distinguished 
member of Egypt Study Circ le. 

Over a long period of time , Mr Houston participated energetically by 
correspondence in the studies of Egypt Study Circle always having relevant comment 
and observations to make on a wide variety of subjects. His letters commenting 

~ on published matter were usually published in full 1 and they added considerably 
to the fund of philatelic knowledge contributed by this Study Circle . 
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E D I T 0 R I A L 

After t he bumper issue for March , to celebr ate t he 'London 1980 1 Exhibition , 
we mi ght reasonably expect t o be 'let offV with a skimped issue t his time, with 
incons equential content . 

Not a bit of i t !! This issue c ontains some outstanding contribut ions . 

The new study, by Mr Charles Hass , of t he 1915 surchar ge and the 1924 
'Of fi ci al' overprint is one of t he best-r esearched s t udy r eports ever to have 
been i ncluded in the Q.C. His discover y of t he two differen·:; types each of the 
Arabic characters 'lam ' and 1 mim' is most fortunate, and will simplify the wor k 
of distinguishing print s for future students of Egypt's philat ely . 

Mr Bass 's wor k is quite certainly the best-illustra t ed ever to have appeared 
in the Q.C., and by a very wide margin. Probably it is the best-illustrated 
phi l a t elic article to have appeared in any journal in the U.K. t his year, to 
make a modest claim. 

I n fairness, ther e ought t o be some Awar d available to Egypt Study Circle to 
mark s uch an out s t anding ontribution. Who is going to do somet hing about i t ? 

The golden age of discovering major varieties is not over, as shown by the 
spectacular retouch discovered by Gino Piperno , and reported in this issue . 
No doubt ot her discoveries await t he patient , or t he fortunate~ looking at stamps 
with a well - trained mind, ready t o spot the unusual, will always hold fasc ination 
so long as the occasional spectacular disc overy is made , somewhere, to re-kindle 
enthusiasm in others. 

I t is good to be able to publish even a very short note by Mr Seymour Blomfield, 
whose work on Egypt ian Postal Marking 1865-79 is pr obably the best achievement 
of this Circ le . 

We are delighted t o hear f r om Mr John Firebrace t hat he is able to find more 
time f or research; there is a small appetiser from him in this i ssue whi l e we 
prepare to diges t meatier works, 

All of us can do s ome t hing , big or small, classic or modern, heavy or light . 
This was proved by t he very large number of members c ontributing material for 
the last issue . Are YOU, possibly , a l i ttle over due for an item in the Q.C . ? 

P R 0 V I N C I A L M E E T I N G 

B I R M I N G H A M , 14th June 1980 

The firs t Provincial Mee t ing ever to have been he ld by Egypt Study Circ l e 
was held at t he Bir mingham & Midland Instit ute , Margaret Street, Bir mingham. 

There were in attendance: J. Sears, Esqo, (Chairman) and Messrs P . Andrews, 
W.C. Andrews, F.W. Benians, D. H. Clar·ke, J. Davis, C.E. H. Defr iez , E.H. Fr aser
Smith , G.P. Green, J.A. Grimmer , A.F.A. Letts, F . Rowland Hill, P.E. Whetter. 

I t will be evident f r om the list of t hose attending t hat t his meet ing attr ac ted 
Circle Members who cannot nor mally ge t to the London meetings . 

Mr Po Andrews, himself r esident in Bir mi ngham , was responsible for the meeting 
arrangements, which wer e excellent. The r oom was c omfortable in size and very 
wel l-lit. 

Mr P . Andr ews led t he discussion on t he Farouk 1 Boy King ' issue followed by 
Mr F . Rowl and Hill on the s ubjec t of Waghorn, in which he displayed some unique 
or rare covers . 

There was a tea interval - a sumptuous feast pr ovided and pr epared by Mrs P o 
Andrews, assis ted by her family, and greatly appr ec iated by all . 
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REPORT of MEETING of EGYPT STUDY C_IRCLE .i. "The Pea ock" Mai den Lane, London WC2 

186th Meeting held 9 February 1980 

In attendance were t he Chair man, Mr J. Sears, and Messrs P . Andrews, F.W ,Benians , 
D "H .Clarke, C .E .H .Defriez, G. M.Dor man, G .P .Green, J .A .Gr immer 1 E .Hall, J . . S. Horesh, 
E .L.G.MacArthur, A"S chmidt, P .E.Whetter . 

The Chairman outlined the decisions made by a committee re gar ding 'London 1980 ' 

Maj. MacArthur said t hat he was pr oposing t o write an artic l e on t he 1922 Crown 
Overpr ints as regards t he wor ding us ed on expert isat ion ce.r:: :.. ficates . He noted 
the changes in wor ding used ~ start ing wi th ' fraudulent' in 1938 ; in 1944 printing 
fro m the genuine pl a tes wer e in some cases certi fied as of ! doubtful stat us'; in 
1963 the wor ding was c hanged t o 1 ~landestine 1 • In 1979 the wording 'doubtful 
status ' was again used , but had been questioned. His proposed articl e would set 
out the background and would :i nvite members' vi ews, so that an agreed wor ding 
could be adopted . 

Applications from new member s were appr oved . 

Mr E. Hall, Secretar y , reported t hat he had prepared an up- to-date l ist of 
member s , with their current addresses. I t was decided t hat t his list s hould be 
published but, bef ore doing so, t he Circle would enquire t hrough the Q.C. whether 
any members wished t o have t heir address withheld. 

The meeting t hen turned t o short displays by members . including Mr J .S.Horesh, 
Mr F.W.Benians, Mr C. E.H.Defr i ez, Mr G.P.Green. Some member s who had been a 
little reluct an t t o show t hei r material, belleving it might not be up to usual 
standard, were sur prised a t f inding t hat t his was a ccepted and appr ec iated. 
If you! ve got anvthing - show i t 1 

J • (Notes supplied by E. Hall , 
Secretary) 

EGYPT STUDY CIRCLE a t !London 1980 1 

The Exhibition ac ted as a magnet, drawi ng i n E .S.C , M8mbers from all over the 
world. A meeting of t he Circle was held on the Exhibition site on Wednesday, 
May 7th , and attrac ted about 70 members out of a total membership of 96 - a 
remarkable attendance" A social held near by on Saturday 9 May 10th , was also 
well attended and en joyable . Bot h occasions led to a welcome making and r~newal 
of f riendshi ps within the Circle membership . 

The Circle c ongr atul a tes members exhib.i.ting on t heir a.war ds .-

Court of Honour Mr E. Antonini: ' Boa t .ancellat ions on Lakes & Rivers ' 

Mr T. Kuyas: 'TurKey 1s t Iss ue' 

Class of Honour 

Gener al C ompe~itiva: 

Internat ional Jur~ 

The Organisers 

Mr E. An tonini: ' Egypt specialis edc 

Mr R. J eidel 1Egyp t 1 (Gold) 
Mr J .A.FirebTace Q '1 9th Century campai gns of Egypt 

and The Sudanc (Gold) 
1 Peter Pass 1 1 Egyp t 9 (Vermeil) 
Mr J·. A.Grimmer 'EgyptQs stamps ' (Silver -Br onze) 

do. ' Egyp · ' s Pos-cal History 1 (do.) 
Mr R.S.Wilson 'Egypt 4th Issue 1879-191 3 ' 

(Silver -Br onze ) 
Mr V. Andonian 'Essays of Egypt 1865 - 1937' (Bronze) 

Mrs H. J e idel exhibited Monaco 1 (Gol d) and ' Holy 
Land 1 (Silver) 

Mr T. Kuyas was a member of t he J ur y. 

Mr J. A.Gr immer is a director and t he s ecretary of 
I nternational Philatelic Exhibitions Ltd and served 
on t he Management Committee and Finance Committee . 

(The Editor hopes t hat he has not omitted any member having any i nvolvement wi th 
'London 1980 1 ). 
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EXPERT COMMITTEE CERTIFICATES issued by Maj. E.L.G.MacAr~hur Continued 

Year of Issue and Descri£tion O...E_inion 

1879 
1867 
1867 
1907 
1867 
1867 
1866 
1868 
1879 
1879 
1867 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1869 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1867 
1867 
1867 
1867 
1867 
1949 
1866 
1866 
1867 
1867 
1868 

10 para provisional mint tete--beche vert. pair P. '1 2i Genuine 
2 pi mint vertica l pair, imperf . Genuine 
1 pi mint horiz. pair , i mperf. horizontally Genuine 
1m mi nt Official i mp block 2 x 6 , double ovp, 1 albino Genuine 
5 pi '.lSed 
5 pi mint 
20 para mint block 
1c Suez Cana l Co. 
5 para provisional 
10 par a provisional 
·1 pi t<sed cancelled 
2 pi m~n~, perf 13 
2 pi mint , i mperf 
5 pi mint, i mperf 

3 x 2 imperf . 

m1.n~, inverted surchar ge 
mint, inverted surcharge 
by seal of Chanak Kilia 

10 para bisected and used on 'La Trombetta 0 no. 653 
2 pi bise ted and used on piece fr om Cair o 
5 pi used 9 perf 12i 
5 pi mint 9 perf 12-; 
5 pi mint~ perf 12-; 
5 pi min~ 1 perf 12-; 
5 pi mint, imperf x 12-; x 12-; x 13 
5 pi min ~- 1 perf 12-; 
5 pi used, perf 1 2~ 
10 pi mint, perf 12~ 
10 pi used 1 perf 3 x 12i 
10 pi minJ 1 perf 12i 
'iO pi mint~ p rf 'i2i 
10 pi mint 9 P. 12i x imperf x 12i x 12i 

'1 '10 pi mint 9 p rf 122 
10 pi used, perf 12i 
5 pi used 
5 pi us_d 
5 pi used 
5 pi unused 
5 pi un1J.sed 
£ 1 mint horiz o pair i mp . centre mispl aced 
2 pi 1 perf 12~ 
1 pi. mint 0 no stop between P E 0 

1 pi mint horiz. pair , R.H. s t amp 0 obeli.sk broken ' 
1 pi mint horiz . pair, do llble l ine of pens bet ween 
1 c 9 5c, 20 ... ~ I+Oc mi nt Suez Canal Co 

ye t used) 

Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
For gery 
Genuine 
Forgery 
Genuine 
Forgery 
Forgery 
Forgery 
Genuine 
Forgery 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Forgery 
Gcm.1. i ne 
For gery 
Forgery 
Genuine 
Forgery 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
G .. nuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 

(not 
1868 Suez Can&l Co. 1c 9 5c, 20c, 4oc mi nt rec onstructed blocks of 4, 

(except 1c Type 3, used) Genuine 
(not yet used) 
(not yet used) 
1921-22 20 m used a ppl e green 
1866 2 pi mint, perf 12-; , wmk upr ight 
1866 2 pi mint, perf 13 x 12~ x 12~ x 12-;, wmk upright 
1869 10 para used wmk on f a ce 
1869 20 para used , wmk on face 
1867 1 pi used, wmk on face 
1869 10 par a mint, wmk on f ace 
1869 10 para mint, wmk on fac e 
1922-23 4m mint Offi cial O.H.E.M.S. block of 4 , 

Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 

inverted overprint Genuine 9 but doubtul 
status 

(To be continued) 

*** Ci rcle Me mb r s will have seen t hE announcement in this Issue, re gretting that 
t he Chair man of t he ESC Expert Committee 9 Major E. L. G.MacArthur, has had to reques t 
NO FURTHER SUBMI SSI ONS f or the t ime being. 
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KEY OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING THREE OVERPRINTED ISSUES OF EGYPTIAN STAMPS 

by Charles F . Hass (ESC 181) 

The focus of this paper is on three overprinted issues of Egyptian 
stamps -the October 1915 2m on 3m surcharge, the 1922 - 23 " O.H.E.M.S. " 

• overprints and the 1924 Arabic "Ameer'y " overprints (See fig. 1). All 
three of these issues were the subject of various in- depth articles by 

r.. 

V 

the late, eminent philatelist, Douglas McNeille (The 1915 issue in the 
Q.C ., Vol. IV #2 , May 1952; the " O.H.E.IVLS ." issue and the "Ameer'y" issue 
in L'Orient Philateligue #31 - 34, Jan.-Oct. 1937) . Although McNeille went 
to great efforts to detail the many aspects of the three issues, I have , 
during the past several years, made some important observations of some 
very pertinent details which were apparently completely unnoticed by 
him in his work . The significance of these new discoveries is great , as 
they enable us to better understand the manufacture of the overprinting 
formes and , in the case of the "O .H . E.M.S ." issue, they provide us with 
the "Rosetta Stone" that has opened the door to the final solution of 
the relationship of the various printings to one another, as well as of 
their order of appearance . 

Fig . 1 - The three issues that are the sub ject of this paper . 
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In a preliminary article dealing with the three issues, appearing in 
The Arab World Philatelis t (#4 , Spring 1979), I announc ed the discovery 
~f the existence of two, completely different, Arabic letters 'mim' in 
the typesetting of all three types of overprint. I then followed the 
three issues, detailing the placement of the two types of 'mim' in each 
~espective printing of each issue, illustrating how the three were tied 
together by means of this common characteristic. Since that time, further 
study has produced findings that are even more revealing, and I will now 
explain those findings in the most careful manner, in order to present 
a clear picture of their great significance to the study of Egyptian 
Philately. As the T.A.W.P article was of a preliminary nature , I have 
taken the facts presented therein, and I have added to them the more 
recent findings, in order to present herein as complete a picture as is 
possible of all that I now know. As the 1915 issue and the "Ameer'y" issue 
are of a less complex nature than the "O.H.E.M.S." issue, I will first 
deal with them, leaving the latter, very involved subject until last. 

As McNeille's articles are still, for the most part, perfectly val id, 
and to repeat all of his observations would require an inordinate amount 
of space, I will herein concern myself only with an analysis of the new 
facts, touching lightly on the previously published data when they are 
pertinent. 

THE LARGE 'MIM' / SMALL 'MIM' MIXUP 

While engaged in a photographic study of the 1915 surcharge, it became 
lnmistakably apparent to me that the Arabic letters 'mim' were not ident
ical in all positions of the setting. There were indeed two types of that 
letter, each from a different font, or manufacture, of typeface. This 
occurrence was apparently the result of a mixi ng together of the letters 
of two styles of type, the typographer selecting them at random in setting 
c p his original chase to be used in the production of the stereotyping 
matrix from which the overprinting forme was produced. Because o f their 
a npearance, I have termed them the Large Mim and the Small Mim. Their 
Characteristics are as follows: · · · 

Large Mim ( fig. 2) - The bqdy of the letter is larger than that of its 
counterpart, be ing somewhat squared in appearance. The foot is usually 
thin at the point where it j o·ins the body. 

If a diagonal line is drawn along the back of the body of the letter, 
and a horizontal line is drawn from the base of the foot, on the same 
plane as the surcharge itself, the angle formed by the two lines is 69 
degrees. This angle causes the Large Mim to stand higher in relation to 
the rest of the Arabic word than does its counterpart. 

Small Mim ( fig. J) -The body of the letter is smaller, with a rounded 
_ppearance. The foot appears to be thicker where it joins the body. 

The angle formed by the two lines drawn as previously described is only 
60 degrees. This lesser angle causes the Small Mim to appear shorter than 
its counterpart, in that it fails to stand as high in relation to the rest 
of the Arabic word. 

Fig. 2 - The Large Mim, enlarged 
15.5 times (actual size letter 
shown in circle at center). 

,/,/~ 
,/ 60° 

~-------c:l--------~ Fig. J - The Small Mim , enlarged 
15.5 times (actual size letter 
shown in circle at center). 



At first glance, the differences may not be readily perceived, but a 
few moments spent in comparison will accustom the eye to them. 
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Having discovered the existence of the two different letters in the 
1915 issue, I proceeded to examine examples of all of the overprinted 
stamps of Egypt, with startling results. To my astonishment, I found 

~ that the same mixup of letters had occurred in the Official issues of 
1922-23 and 1924! What was originally a casual observation had developed 
into a discovery of major importance, the significance of which would be 
realized only after many hours spent studying each of the three issues. 

The most puzzling question that comes to mind is that of McNe ille's 
failure to notice the two different letters. With all of the concentrated 
study that he accorded the three issues, it seems amazing that he did not 
recognize that there were two styles of 'mim'. One would theorize that he, 
being a Westerner used to the alphabet of his birth, did not notice the 
subtle differences in the two Arabic letters. It is a fact, however, that 
he lived and died in Egypt, and was most certainly accustomed to her lan
guage. Such an oversight on his part will never be explained. 

What indeed is the significance of the discovery, and what can the 
study of the respective positions of the two letters in the various set
tings of the three issues tell the philatelist? To answer the question, 
I shall treat each issue separately, showing how, in the case of the 
1915 and 1922-J issues, further typesetting varieties were noted. 

THE OCTOBER 1915 2M ON JM SURCHARGE 

Typographically surcharged by the Government Printing Works, Boulac, 
the issue was produced to make up for a temporary shortage of 2m stamps 
(the domestic postcard rate). Inscribed "2 Milliemes" in French and Arab 
ic, the overprinted stamps were widely us~d over a rather short period of 

- time. The overprinting forme, of which there was only one, was composed 
of two blocks of 100 images each (10x10), separated by a horizontal gut
ter. The Jm De La Rue stamp of 1914 was employed, 200 stamps being sur

~ charged in a single impression of the print ing press. 

Studying the setting, one can identify the ten different types of 
surcharge in each horizontal row, each being different from the next by 
v irtue of the alignment of the French and Arabic with one another . These 
ten original types are repeated vertically in the setting twenty times. 
It is obvious that an original matrix produced from a typeset chase of 
ten individual subjects was used repeatedly in order to produce , by 
stereotyping, the finished overprinting forme. The ·ten types are further 
separated into two groups - those with Large Mim (types 1-J, 5-7 and 10), 
and those with Small Mim (types 4, 8 and 9) . Although it is difficult to 
distinguish the ten types by nature of the subtle changes in alignment, 
the task becomes easier with the added knowledge that there are two dif
ferent Arabic letters to look for. 

Having been quite pleasantly surprised at the finding of the Large Mim/ 
.Small Mim phenomenon, I was unprepared for a further discovery - that of 
the existence of two different styles of Arabic 'lam', something which 
did not come to my attention until · · 
some time after the original discovery~- ------------------
The difference between the two types 
of 'lam' is much more subtle to the 
eye, and is much less readily perceived. 
The 'lam' found i n type six of the sur
charge, I shall call the Small L~m. and 
that which is found in the remaining 
nine types (1 -5, 7 - 10), I shall call the 
Large Lam. One glance at fig. 4 will 
show graphically the difference, and 
the reason for the. adoption of these 

:. terms. -------- --- ~.;;:x=-

F~g~ 4 - The Small and Large 
---Lam , enlarged 15.5 times ( actual 

size letters shown in circles) . 
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A descr i ption of the characteristics of the two letters is as follows~ 

Large Lam - The l etter measures approximately J . Jmm in heigh~, its 
~ left leg being much thinner than its right leg. Note that the lndenta

tion between the two legs is quite pronounced as a result of the left 
leg ' s smal l appearance . 

o# 

Small Lam - The letter measures approximately J.Omm, its two legs 
being of nearly equal size. Note that the indentation between the two 
legs is not nearl y so deep as it is in the corresponding letter. 

In fig . 5, . I illustrate a twice-size block of four (contrived in such 
a way as to show types nine and six se - tenant), with 8x insets showing 
the four Arabic letters (Large Lam, Small Lam , Large Mim, Small Mim , read 
ing clockwise) as they appear in the issue . 

~ 

~ 
~ 

~--------------------------------~ ~ 
Fig. 5 - The two types of 'mim', and the two types of 
'lam', as they are found on the October 1915 surcharge. 

In ·fig . 6, the ten constant types of the matrix may be seen, with 
those types showing the Large Mim being shaded, and those types showing 
the Large Lam being marked by a black triangle in their upper left-hand 
corners. 

Fig. 6 - The ten constant types of the matrix ( shown at a reduced 
scale) used in the production of the printing forme of October 1915. 

Given the knowledge of the respective positions of the var ious forms 
o f the Arabic le tters, one can easily satisfy himself as to the method 
of production of the printing forme simply by following the relationship 
of those letters to one another vertically down the sheet of stamps . It 
fo l lows that the ratio of Large Mim to Small Mim is 7 to J for the entire 
issue, and that that ~f La~g~ Lam to Small Lam is 9 to 1. The one stamp 
with Small Lam exhibits _a Large Mim . There are therefore three sub-types 

- found on the sheet in a ratio of 6 ( Large Mim, Large Lam) to J (Small Mim, 
Large Lam) to 1 (Large Mim, Small Lam) . That ratio may be clearly seen in 
fig. 7, the shaded areas once again denoting the Large Mim, and the black 
triangles denoiing the Large Lam . 



Aside from their interest to collectors 
as a new series of var ieties to be sought, 
our knowledge of the Large Mim/Small Mim 

- Large Lam/Small Lam combinations now enable 
u s to locate the position of a given stamp 

. or multiple on the sheet with much greater 
ease. Identification of forged inverted sur
charges (of which there are many) becomes 
less of an effort, as the majority of bogus 
examples seen by me to date have a 'mim' 
that matche s neither of the genuine config
urations. There is one very dangerous forg
ery of the invert which appears to have 
been made from the same typeface as the or
iginals, and which exhibits a perfect Small 
Mim. Examining the 'lam', one will note 
that it is the Small Lam, which does not ex
ist in combination with the Small Mim. So 
much for the danger presented by this former 
threat to Egypt philately! 

THE 1922 - ?3 " O.H .E. M.S." OVERPRINTS 

As previously stated I will skip over 
this issue, leaving it until the end of 
this paper, due to its extremely complex 
nature. Let it suffice here to say that the 
two different forms of 'mim' and 'lam' are 
present also in th is issue, along with a 
third type of variety that will be dealt 
with in detail in the future. 

THE 1924 ARABIC OVERPRI NTED OFFICIALS 

Typographically overprinted in Arabic 
- only, with the word "Ameer' y " (roughly trans
lated as "Governmental" ), on the Harrison 
and Sons photogravure Fuad portrait stamps 
of 1923, the issue consists of 1m orange , 
2m black, 3m brown , 4m green , 5m che stnut, 
10m rose, 15m blue and 50m blue green (calor 
of overprint - black on all values but the 
2m , which is in red). The work is said to 
have been performed by the Survey of Egypt, 
but there is li ttle doubt in my mind , given 
the similarities in the printing to that 
of the previous two issues detailed in this 
paper, that the printer wa s indeed the Gov 
ernment Printing Wo rks, Boulac. 

There are five settings, or more accuratB-
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Fig. 7 - A diagram of the 
October 1915 overprinting 
forme of 200 images (20 
stereotypes of a matrix 
of 10 subjects). 

ly, printings, known for the issue, three of them being for the small 
stamps, and two for the larger, 50m values . Each printing was applied to 
full panes of 100 stamps. They are found as follows: 

Printing A..:..1 - Used for all of the small values. 

Printing A-2 - Used. for the 50m. 
Printing B - Used for the 1m, 2m, Jm , 4m, 10m, and 15m stamps (said by 
McNeille to exist on the 5m stamp , but this lS an error on h is part) . 

Printing C-1 Used for the 5m and 10m. 

Printing C-2 - Used for the 50m. 
Examining full panes of printings Band C-1, as well as the only record

, ed full pane of the 50m C-2, I find that the Large Mim still occurs in 
combination with the Small Mim, but with a greatly decreased frequency 
than in t he previous two issues ("O .H.E. M.S." to be outlined later). As 

-for printing A-1 (and consequentl y , A-2 ) , of which I have examined several 



panes, every position of the 100 exhib
its the Small Mimt The larger counter-
part has completely disappeared. Fig. 8 

~ illustrates a block of four overprints 
(positions #2 - J, 12-13 of printing C-1), 
the lower left-hand stamp showing a 

· Large Mim (with 8x inset), and the low-
er right-hand sta~pshowing a Small Mim 
(with 8x inset). The upper pair of 
overprints shows Small Mim in both pos
itions, with the right-hand example 
having a larger 'ya' than the other 
three (this will be dealt with in up
coming paragraphs). The occurrence of 
the Large Mim is as follows for the 
five printings: 

Printing A-1 and A-2 (fig . 9) - No 
Large Mim is found in any of the 100 
positions. A-2 is made from the same 
type - matter as A-1, the 100 individual 
subjects of the forme having been 
moved to wider spacing in order to 
accommodate the larger stamps. 

.. .. 

Fig. 8 - Both types of 'mim' 
occur for the final time in 
1924. Two types of 'ya' also 
occur (as seen on top two 
overprints) . 
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Printing B (fig . 10) -Positions 
#1, 5, 12, 21, 27, J2, J5 , 42, 46 , 50, 
88 and 99 - a total of only 12 out of 
100. Note that the variety, Large Ya , 
is found in 5 positions, namely #J, 17-18, 24 and 27 . Note also that in 
position #27 , the two varieties , Large Mim and Large Ya, occur together! 

Printing C-1 and C-2 (fig . 11) - The same 12 positions exhibit the 
Large Mim. C-2 is made from the same type -matter as C-1, the 100 indivi -
ual subjects having been moved to wider spacing, as was the case for 

A- 2 . Note that the Large Ya is found only in position #J, the other 4 
examples of this letter having been replaced with the correct, smaller 
versions. Consequently, the Large Mim/Large Ya combination does not occur 
in position #27. 

It has long been an established fact that printings C-1 and C-2 were 
made from the same forme as printing B, after that forme had been respaced 
in some areas (positions #2 -10, 12-20, 22 - JO, 32 - 40 and 42 - 50 were wid 
ened by increasing the space between 'ra' and 'ya' ), and after 4 of the 
original 5 Large Ya errors had been corrected. The Large Ya variety is 
one that is quite elusive, especially in the case of the 5m and 50m 
3tamps, which were produced only from the corrected (C -1 and C-2, respect 
ively) settings (the 10m stamp, overprinted in both B and C-1 printings, 
theoretically should be the most common of all of the values to be found 
with the Large Ya. However, the single Large Ya position of the C- 1 print
ing may be distinguished from its B counterparts by the fact that the 
overprint, having been respaced, measures 8 . 25mm instead of ?.J to ?.8mm 
as it appeared in the earlier printing. Thus the 10m stamp with the wide 
overprint is equally as rare as the 5m and 50m stamps of position #J, all 
three having the Large Ya). 

With the advent of the discovery of the Large Mim, we now have another 
variety that should be actively sought - the Large Mim/ Large Ya combina
tion , found only on 20% of the already scarce 1m, 2m, Jm, 4m, 10m and 15m 
values with Large Ya from printing B (see figs. 12 and 1J ) . 

Even the simple Large Mim by itself has become somewhat of a less-than
common variety, occurring on only 12% of the B, C-1 and C- 2 stamps. Conse
quently, as all of the values of the issue were also printed by the A-1 
and A- 2 forme, on which there were none of that variety, that percentage 

-becomes even more greatly reduced for the entire issue . A scan of any 
quantity of loose stamps of the issue will reveal that few, if any, are 
~o be found with the Large Mim. The 5m stamp with that variety is to be 



.. 
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pr i ze d when it shows up , a s t h e quantity of t h i s val ue prin t ed from t he 

· C-1 s etting i s known to be ra t her small . 

There are , of course, no var iet i es of ' lam ' to be found as in the pre 
v i ous two is s ue s, as t hat l e tter does not appear in the "Ameer ' y " over
print . 

Fig . 10 - 1924, Printing 
B . (La rge Mim in shaded 
blocks) 

Fig . 11 - 1924, Printing 
C- 1, C- 2. ( Corrected, 
altered form of previous 
printing) -

Not havi ng any speclilC knowl edge as to the chronology of the respect
ive printings, I am under the theory that they do not follow the order of 

- the letters assigned to them by McNeille . It would seem , given the re
duced number of Large Mim occurr ences in the B , C- 1 and C- 2 pr i nt i ngs 
(there were 37 of them out of 100 subjects in the A , B , C and E pr i nting s 
of the "O . H .E . M. S . " issue) , that there is a pos s ib i lity that the printers 
had used all of them up during the production of the original (B) forme , 
having only quant i t i es of the Smal l Mim with which to p r epare the l ater 
(A-1 ) f orme . I woul d therefore l ist the orde r o f printings as B , C- 1, C- 2 
and f i nal ly, A- 1 and A- 2 . I suggest that it was p l anned to overpr i nt al l 
of the values of the s mal l stamp s with the B forme, but the · err ors of the 
La~ge ,Ya pos itions were detected during the 
p r int i ng .of the 10m stamp. The errors, or 80% 
of them , were corrected , and the 45 closely 
s paced ove r prints we r e widened for uni form 
ity . The rest of the 10m printing was then 
carried out, and the 5m print i ng was per 
formed , the forme then be i ng respaced to 
accommodate the 50m stamps (the C- 2 print 
i ng). At some l ater date, it was decided to 
e ffect a new printing of all val ues , and the 
neat , uniform A- 1 forme was set up. The 1m 
through 15m stamps were overprinted , and the 
forme w~s then respaced to fit the 50m pane 
(the A- 2 printing) . I am now attempting to 
verify this chronology by studying the dates 
seen in the cancell ations on used stamps of 
the issue, but th i s wi ll require much time, 
as legible dates are not all that common. It 
will also be difficul t to determine a nything 
definite from this type of surv ey, as the 

_ printings all seem to have been done within 
a re l atively short period of time , and may 
have been used almost simul taneously . 

I 

I I I 
I 

I 

I i 
! 

I I 
I I I 

I I 
I I I I 

Fig . 9 - 1924, Printing 
A- 1 , A- 2. No Large Mim 
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Fig. 12 - 1924, Printing B - The top three rows of the sheet, showing 
Large Mim in shaded squares, Large Ya in shaded circles. Both occur 
together in position #27. 
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Fig. 13- 1924, Printing C-1, C-2- The top three rows of the sheet. 
Four of the Large Ya errors have been corrected, leaving only position 
#3 . Large Mim and Large Ya no longer occur jointly in position #27. 

The difference between the Large Mim and the Small Mim, and that be
tween the Large Lam and Small Lam may seem minute to some of us , but 
they are noticeably different enough to be identifiable as to their spe
cific positions on the settings without the aid of a magnifier. Any 
single copy of any stamp of the three issues involved may be easily dis
tinguished as to which type of 'mim' it bears , and the stamps of 1915 
and 1922-23 may be further separated as to which type of 'lam' each 
shows. Aside from their significance to the collector as notable varie 
ties to be sought, they serve a definite, valuable purpose in plating 
and authentification, as we have seen. They will prove even more use
ful in helping to. unfold the cloudy and mysterious story of the long
misunderstood " O.H.E . M. S ." overprints , as we shall see in a future ~ 

C. F . Hass 
March, 1980 



WAGHORN WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE ' LOTUS ' ? 
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F . Rowland Hill 

During his visit to Engl and in summer 1840 , Waghorn seems t o have bought (or 
attempted to buy ) a small s teamer~ t he 0Lotus 0 , f or use on the Nile. Hill & 

.. Raven alr eady had one 1 v Jack o 0 Lanter n °, which is said t o have been the smalles t 
s teamer ever in r egular us e . 

:: 

We firs t hear of 0Lotus 0 in t he l ett er of 6 August 

" We note that an I r on carriage i s coming out by t he 
however as we expect our Pr incipal t o arrive here by 
we will defer ge t t ing t he permit until his arri val, 
pleasure to hear t he Iron Str i s coming out. " 

Or iental on 1st Sept br 
Enb~ Stmr of 16th or 17th 

I t gives us s incere 

Why a steamer is call ed a 'carr iage 0 is one of t he minor myster ies . Then on 27th 
September the steamer hasn °t arrived • • o 

''We have not yet hear d where t he Lot us is t here fore ar e fearful she will not be 
in time for the Oct ober Passenger-s." 

o nor on 6th Oc t ober o • • 

"We have heard not hing about t he small s tr Lo t us and you have not even t old us 
that she has left England yet . ' ' 

On 17th Oc t ober t here is a s ide- s wi pe a t J ack o 1 Lant ern. 

"Hills Steamer is 2~ Donkey Power which is not qui t e 1 Hor se Power. " 

Despite all t his (which was in t he middle of t he bl ockade and the war (of a sort) 
which was going on, on 14-Gh November Waghorn has plans fo r gaining independence of 
Hill & Raven • • • 

"When I get t he Lotus I shall be able to pass pas sengers t o Suez & vi ce-versa 
without Hill & Raven or t heir halt ing pl aces as I intend to have a l ine of tents 
with a Pas has Officer i n each a r oss t he Des ert. I have sett l ed t his business 
wit h the Pas has Mi nister t his Day & I bel.i eve a Lar ge Central St ation wi ll be 
built for me a t t he Pas ha 0s expence ," 

Fond hopes • . o t he Pasha ~ who was no f ool 1 s oon s aw t he way t he wind was 
blowing and mov-ed t mr!a:rds t he P & 0 . This l ed t o t he f or ma t ion of t he Egypt 
Transit Co . 1 which event ually saw off bot h Waghorn and Hi ll & Raven . Near the 
end of t his same letter, tucked away amongst other business ~ is a single sentence, 
N'We have alr eady written fina l about t he Iron cal'ri age ." The Lot us i s once again 
a 0 ca r riage 0 • 

The letter book ends in February 1841 , but t here is no further reference t o t he 
0Lotus 0 a ft er 22nd November • o • 

"Your l et t er of 4 Novr sta · es t he 0Lotus 0 must be with us we have not yet hear d 
of her she had not gone to Ma,lta on t he 13t h lnst .n 

One woul d have expected s ome cries of j ~y had s he ever arrived 9 but t here is 
nothing . There was a !Lotus 0 on t he Nile in 1 842 ~ but this be l onged t o the 
Egypt Tr ans i t Co.-·~Whether t his was t he s ame boat is anybody~s guess, Per haps 
Waghorn never r aised enough deposit t o get the t hing sent out. I t wouldn 1 t have 
been cheap • 

At the end of t he l etter book , on a page mu.c h damaged by wear and t ear and 
possibly the odd mouse, are c opies of t hree letter s relat ing t o s mall s t eamer s

9 

presumably c opied int o t he book f or i nf or mation when t he ' Lotus' was being ordered. 
They are of interest as t hey s how t he sort of t hing small river steamers of t he 
day were, Owing t o t he damage t here a r e gaps . 

"Orchar d Yar d 9 Blackwall 19 June 1840 

" (infor) m you t hat we are willing t o co(:r:trac t f or a Wr) ought Iron Steam 
Vessel 90 fee t • , , and adapted t o t wo 15 Hors e Oscillat ing and not to exceed 
20 inches dr aught of Water o • , (wi)th t he said machinery on Bd the vessel t o be 
built after the bes t and mos t s uit able manner and t o be f itted wit h cabins for ward 
and aft f or t he r ecept ion of passengers & crew and comple t ed in all J·oiners 
painters plumbers Glaz i er s and Smiths works, delivered on the River Thames ~ three 
month from date of or der fo r t he sum of One Thousand t hree Hundred and eighty five 
Pounds (£1385) . 

/ Continued 
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WAG HORN WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE 'LOTUS 0 ? Continued 

"Ter ms of Payment -it on Drder -it when plated -it when launched and the remainder 
when finis hed . We are Sir yours most truly Ditchburn & Ma(s on) " 

• This c ouldn°t presumably have been a tender for the Lotus a s even Wa ghorn 
couldn't have expe ted it to be in Egypt by September. 1'he next l etter was sent 
to the P & 0 , and what i - i s doing in Waghcrcr1 ° s letter book is yet another mys t ery . 
Perhaps all three letters wer e to the- P & 0 and Waghorn somehow got copies " The 
third letter is marked °Copy '. 

"Steam Engine Manufc-~-l::urers 
Greenwich 18 June 1840 

"To the Direct ors of the Peninsular Steam Navigation Co 

"Gentlemen ! 

If In answer t o your enquir y - we be g to say we are willing t o contr act f or a 
pair of 15 Horse Low Pressure condensing Engines to be f i xed outsd an I r on 
Steamer in t he 'I'hames for t he sum of' £1750 Seventeen Hundred f ift y Pounds t he 
said Engi ne Boil er and apparaty to be of t he very bes t manuf acture & of the 

very best mat er ial s t he Boiler to be on the Tubular system t he ar rangement of 
Engines s i mi lar to those made by us in -';he Queen Victoria new Wool wich Boat & 
the I r on Boats a bove Bridge the w ight of the engine will be 15 t ons wi t h water 
in t he boilers . The whole of the various pipes will be of copper & a l l t he 
cor ks of Br as s. The airpump buckets foot & head valves & sea ts 9 i n s olid 
brass all the cranks & s ha fts of wrought iron. 

" We a r e also willing to contract f or a pair of 12 Ho:::-se engines agreeable t o 
the above s pec i fica tions for the sum of f: 1450 we would to have ei t her pair 
r eady ir1 11 m(onths ) date of order t he time occupied in f or s t art ing t hem, 
will no:t exceed one . We remain Gentmn sign John Pem •• " 

"Copy. 
If 

11 

Wm Fairba irn & Co will eng 95 feet long 11 feet beam and 8 f(eet) with a 
small l adies cabin bag (gage) (s)aloons a kitchen & servants a c omodation f or war d 9 

also acc omodation for t he Nati"'ies over hung a t the bows and a gang-way 7 fe t 
6 i nches wide carri ed round t he vess el . To have I r on a wni ng & s t anchi ons and 
an awning . The Boa t is to be cons tru ted in sections & t o be deli vered at 
thei r premises here with a l sashes without Glass f or slidi ng l ights on t he 
s ides & scantli ng for fixing t hem 9 all Iron Knees required f or f i x ing deckbeams 
t o t he • •• of t he vessel. The Bulkhead required between t he l adies Cabin 
& sa loon with sta ir & brass handrails doo:_~:s, Waterclos ts & ironmongery 
r equired for them also 'I'able for sa_oon and fo::'..ding seats to be a ttached tD t he 
s i de all to be c ons tructed her - & prepared to be put on Board. A fire heart 
f or t he kit hen and the b:;:.lkhead between it ·che saloon provided with sliding 
doors to be provi ded. 

The servants ac .omoda ti.on to be fitted as above & the framework to carry 
f loor ing for the r a tings ac. omodation forward to be pr ovided & sent out. The 
whole to be constructed in the best of t he best material exclusive cabin fl oors 
companions ways or other woodwork or except a s before specified of Seven 
Hundred & Thirty Pounds. 

Wm Bairba irn & Co . 11 

Not a l ways very intel ligible , but Wa ghorn 1 s opyist was probably n t ver y 
concer ned about detail and didn 't bother about punctuation . I t s uggest s t hat 
the Lot us was goi ng t o set Waghorn ba ck by a r ound £ 2 1 500 a t leas t , and where he 
was going t o f ind that s ort of money I j us t do not know . 

The timing is another problem. The first letter t a l ks about 3 months to build 
the boat itse l f , t he s ec ond 11 months to make t he engines. How could Waghor n be 
expecting Lotus ou t s o s oon? Was she a s ·cond- hand vess el, bui lt for t he Tha mes 9 

and destined t o spend her decli ning years on the Nile ? If s o 9 why bot her to 
copy all t his stuf f to t he P & 0 ? 

F. Rowland Hill (ESC 212) 



AN INTERESTING RETOUCH ON THE 2-PIASTRE of the ~867 ISSUE 

by Gino A. Piperno, with c omments by Peter A. S. Smith 

Pleasant surprises are sometimes possible for those whose interest in postage 
stamps is great enough to lead them into study o::>:- spec lalisation~ and t hese 
sur pr ises are especially agreeable and interes ting when t he stamp involv~d is a 
very old one. Furthermore 9 when the stamp is one of the earliest issues of a 
country, and issued more than a century ago 9 and the discovery is an i mport ant one , 
t he discover er has reason to be especially pleased and prnud. 

In 1867 there was printed in Egypt a set of six stamps showing the pyramid 
and the sphinx; it was the countryas second issue o The stamps were designed 
by Fo Hoff of Silesia, and were lithographed by Vo Penasson in Alexandria o One 
day ~ when visiting a stamp dealer in Italy, a copy of the 2 piastre stamp of this 
issue was submitted to me o Having had the experience of speaking and reading the 
Arabic language~ I was taken aback to see strange writing in the upper panel 9 

instead of the normal Ar abic o In t he acc ompanying illustrations an enlargement 
of the nor mal stamp is shown (Figo 1) 9 while Fig 2 shows t he stamp in question o 
In figo 1 the writing in the upper panel is in pr oper Arabic, as separately shown 
in fig. 3, whereas the same panel in fig o 2 has t he inscription shown e~larged in 
fig. 4. The first and third words are normal 9 but the middl e word is 
inc omprehensibleo 

In my opinion 9 this stamp shows an interesting retouch 9 unknown up t o this dateo 
But when did it happen ? Was one subject on the lithographic stone damaged, and 
then repaired before t he c ommencement of the printing 9 or during t he printing 
r un ? Fr om a single stamp I could obviously not give a satisfactory answer , but 
remembering that my fri end, Professor Peter Smith 9 of Ann Ar bor, Mich 9 USA 9 had 
a ccess t o a photo of a complete proof sheet of 200 of this stamp, I sent him a 
photo of the stamp with the retouch 9 requ,sting him to try to i dentify :i,ts 
position in the sheet (presumably it would ·be in one of the Type 4 positions) . 
I am pleased t o reproduce his comments he_ e : -

11 I hav~ compared the photo sent me by Mr Pi perno with each position· on the 
phot ograph of t he proof sheet 9 and can say wi t h certainty that this apparent 
retouch i s not presento This conclusion has also been confirmed by Mr Peter 
Feltus, who has long been a student of this issue o There are several s mall flaws 
visible on t he photo of t he stamp in places other t han the upper panel 9 which would 
be suff i cient to identify t he sub j ec t if i.t had been present in the proof sheet 
without a retouched upper panel 9 but t hese were likewise absente I conclude 
therefore that these s mall flaws were part of some damage sustained by this 
subject 9 and that only the damage to t he inscription was deemed i mportant enough 
to warrant retou~hing. The damage and retouching must have occurred after the 
printing was well advanced~ or the variety should have been c ommon enougfi· to have 
been noticed long before now. Purely as a matter of speculation 9 it would seem 
to be less likely for damage to occur during a printing run t han dur ing storage 
and subsequent reassembly for further printing . I thus suspect t hat the stone 
may have been resurrected for a second pr inting 9 probably in 1869, when it is 
known that other values (10 a.nd 20 paras) were produced in a sec ond printingo 
There appears t o be no way to confirm such speculation, however 9 for the official 
archives are incomplete. 

Another possible explanation for t he variety comes to mind: t hat a stamp 
became damaged by a surface s crape, and was repaired by a philatelist ignor ant of 
Arabic in order to make a more collectible copy o I cannot judge t his fr om a 
photo 1 by Mr Piperno has considered this point 9 and assures me t hat t he retouch 
is i n ink identical to t hat making up the rest of t he designf and shows no trace 
of such damage . Two lithographic retouches are known on stamps of t he First 
Issue of Egypt , and several on stamps of the Third Issue 9 but this i s the first 
obvious retouch to be noticed on the Second Issue. It is indeed an exciting 
discovery . " 

(The illustrations to t his art i c l ·::l are on page 288 - Editor) . 

Acknowledgements are due to t he Editor of the Italian journal "Il nuovo 
Corriere Filatelico" in which this article first appeared 9 in April 1980o 
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RETOUCH DISCOVERED ON SECOND ISSUE by G. A. Piperno 

Figure 1 . Normal Stamp Figure 2. Retouched Stamp 

Figure 3. Upper Panel, normal Figure 4 . Retouched Upper Panel 

THE SPECIAL CANCELLATIONS FOR NEW I SSUES August - December 1978 

(Data Sheets for these issues, by C. E.H .Defriez, appear in Q. C. 110, June 1979) 

SG 1373 

SG 

1362 

SG 1374 

SG 

1363 

SG 

1370 

SG 1375 

SG 

1364 
to 

1367 

SG 

1371 
& 

1372 
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MILITARY TRAVELLING POST OFFICES J .A .Firebrac·e (ESC 71) 

The following elabora tes t he information giver. by Prof. Peter Smith in The Q . C.~ 

Whole Number 113~ Mar h 1980. 

The infor mation is taken from "Army and Field Post Offices of Egypt and t he 
E.E.F ~ 1914-20" by Michael Sach ri 1970; from "The Postal Hi s tory of t he Br itish 
Army in World War I " by Alistair Kennedy and George Crabb ; and fr om my own 
collection. Sacher records days of t he month but K. & C. do not. 

Some letterings appear in more than one typel but differen"'es have been omitted 
from this summaryl as have t he letters "T.P"O. " . 

As there is still a lot to be studied, I would wel come photostat copies of 
c overs in memb rs 1 collections , especially ·~hose bearing legible censor mar ks . 

Wester n Desert 

Alexandria and Dabaa z AND w DE 15 23 FE 17 

Canal and Cairo 

Cairo - Port Said C A T (23 MY 16 3 oc 17 

Port Said - Cairo T A c 28 MY 16 24 DE 18 

Suez - Por t Said S A '1' 28 JY 16 23 AU 16 

Port Said ~ Su z T A S 22 JU 16 

Si nai - Palestine 

Kantara - Deir el Belah K A L 28 MY 17 10 JU 20 

Deir el Belah - Kan7.ara L A K 28 AP 17 MY 20 

Kantar a - El Arish K A R '1 8 FE 17 11 MY 17 

El Arich - Kantara R A K 10 JA 17 10 MY 17 

Upper Eg;a?t 

Was ta and Assouan Upper Egypt 2 AP 19 

3 29 AP 19 

- - - - - - - - -

THE FRAMED ' 0 1 MARKINGS Comment Ez_~ R~Seymour Blomfield ESC 15 

I ha ·e a comment on Mr R.A.G.Po~·ter 9 s m:tit::le on this subject in t he Q.C., 
Whole Number 112 , De,ember 1979 . 

On page 196, Mr Poi;ter asked if anyone has a cover, or has seen a circular 
s t amp from RAMLEH~IBRAHIMIEH. I have a .omplete example of 'I'ype VIII - 2.2 
a 1-pi. on piece. In act 9 this is the one tha t I trac<:d to make t he dr awing 
this type . This was a type used by various ·oranch Post 0 fices . 

date 
on 
of 

I don't recall having any co··ers with the Framed 1 0 1 but I'll check and advise 
if I find any - t his may take some time . 

I remember t he late Charles Minett discussing this marking but I didn°t have 
any t o make a drawing and was waiting on him to .find ·,he use of it. 

Probably Mr Tony Schmi dt (in charge of the Study of Postal Mar kings ) s hould 
a dd t hese l I guess to the 'I'ax Marking group (boxed 'T 9 ) • Maybe Type Mute-11 
(old B-11) should be a Framed "0' - different than any shown on page 204. 

Seymour Blomfield (ESC 15) 

v * * * Newer Member s may like t o know t hat Mr Seymour Blomfield pr oduced t he 
definitive Study Report "Egyptian Postal Markings of 1865 through 1879" which 9 i n 
an updated edition t0 1974, was published by Mr Peter R o Feltus, 5807 Keith Avenue, 
Oakland, Califor nia 94618 U.S.A. 
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1800 : Letter from Murad Bey t o Brigadier-Gener al Donzelot, written from Girgeh 

(the French translation 9 with ms "SIOUTH", was illus trated in the March 1980 Q.C) 

Your letter has arrived ; I read it and understood a ll t hat it contained 9 word by 
w0r d. What you told me in it has rema ined pr inted in my mind ; t he whole thing is 
good and well-thought. May God want t ha t our friendship be true in everything 
and t hat we have nothing contrary in our heart. 

You sai d that you sent our letter to your commanding Ge~eral 9 wit h a covering 
let ter from you , for the things we want . You said also t hat you have no cannon 
available and that you have written about t his to Cairo; that is what we were 
expecting from your fri endship; t his is a new t estimony of the f r iendship you have 
for us . You ask in your letter it t here is any possibility that Ibrahim Bey and 
Hassan Bey are joining with t he Os manlis. My friend 1 I can let you know t hat t hey 
have no fr i endship for t he. m and t hat t hey are detai ned there a gainst their willo 
When they arrived a t Gahabieh, Kiki.~Dole and Massif Pacha intimated them; they 
told t hem i f you go back and not come with us, all your f amilies will be vilified 
and deprived , md the vizir will even give per mission to arrest them. When they 
hear d thes e words, t hey were a rraid for their honour, and honour is all-important; 
t his is why they have not come back . 

You want t o know if those of t ht:ir ompany who are w-· t h us will stay loyally 
under our orders; yes, oh my Friend ! All t hose who a r e wit h us will obey us 
and t here are none who wish to go near the Osmanlis. Ibrahim Bey and Hassan Bey 
do not want either that any of t hose who are near us go and join them. With God ' s 
gr a ce, t hose who ar e wit h t hem will come ver to us; a t pres ent they are kept by 
the Osmanlis with those of their company who are w' th th~m in Jafa; and if thy 
were not watched 9 day and ;:1i.ght, m"st of them woul d have already es caped . 

May God want ~hat when the ~roops start t hey can escape and c ome to us . They 
s t ay t here at present agai ns t th~'r will and r.ot by friendship as they well know 
t hat t he Osmanlis do not want any good to ~ ome to t he Mamelukes. We tell you t he 
truth pl a inly and what we let you know is true. We will not keep dar k any secret 
and . public thing. We have nos cret rom you as we expect so mu~h from the 
Republic 0 e protection and 9 wi hout you 9 we cannot remain at peace wit h the Osmanlis . 

As f ar as Cosseir is concerned ~ pr s en'ly everything i s all r ight . Two or 
t hree boats have arrived a There wer .. no pilgrims i n t hem~ but when others come , 
we will tell you. We will not a llow any t o stay with us ; we will s end all of 
t hem to you o 

The officer you sent. to t ake the cannons out o:l t he rjver has arri ved, we gave 
hi m diver s . We send some to Soukagi and to all places where it will be necessary 
to search; everything ~hich is brought out will be noted ; I will never fail to 
do wha t you want but it will not; be eae:y to find +- hem again because the Nile 
f loods and transpor ts clay which co~1ers everythingo 

As t o what you asked me concerning some French wh o a re wi t h us and would like to 
go back to their c or ps , I have asked , in t he pres en e of the officer , whether they 
wanted to rejoin their ar my; t hy answered ' no~. Those who said they woul d like 
t o leave are now with a Kachef f or the colle t ion of taxes ; when they return~ if 
they want to leave mei I will let them go . Those who a r e wit h us are also with you . 

Concerni ng our son Mohamed Bey 9 I repeat what I t ol d your officer, it is not good 
t hat he s t ays where he is 1 a s he i s our Mamelukeo If he wer e lacking s omethi ng , 
people c oul d say t hat we a r e the cause of it; to s t ay in t his place has been his 
f olly for a long time . He is now a fraid of us, and of the vizir . He cannot come 
either to hi 9 or t o me, and this i s why he is s t aying here 9 far from you o You say 
t hat he is your Mameluke and t hat the Fren h would r egret having to make war 
agains t somebody of our company. Oh, my Friend 1 you s peak well . Grace be given 
t o you 9 t hi s is a sign of real friendshi p 9 as our c ompany is your company. As 
i t i s , we fear some b·ouble from him and it is not good t hat he stays in this 
place o Let be done what God will inspire in you 9 and it will be well done. 

(Certified true translation by Donzelot) 

Engl ish translation by J . A.G . 
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N E W ISSUES C.E .H.Defriez 

(All stamps a re printed Rotogravure by Postal ¥rinting House, A.R.Egypt, and 
with watermar k Multiple Eagle unless noted otherwis e). 

Commemorative StamE£ 

Oc casion 

Date of Issue 

Design 

Denomination 

Sheet 

Stamp di mensions 

Perforation 

Quantity printed 

Supplementary 

Zeh. 605 

1st Anniversary of Confederation of Arab Republics 

1st September 1972 

The Confederation Flag 

20 milJs 

50 (5x10) 

62 x 29 mm 

11~ 

? 

Zeh . 606 Zeh. 607 Z h. 608 Z h o 609 

Occasion U n i t e d N a t i o n s D a y 

Date of issue 

Designer 

Design 

Denomination 

Sheet 

St amp dimensions 

Perforation 

Quantity pr inted 

Supplementary 

Occasion 

Date of issue 

Designer 

Design 

Denomination 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Per for a tion 

Quantity printed 

Supplementary 

2 4 t h 0 c t o b e r 1 9 7 2 

S . Sai da 

Health emblems 

10 mills 

50 ( 10 X 5) 

26 x 43 mm 

11 X 11~ 

1 90009000 

14th Regional 
Tuber ulosis 

Conferen o 

Zeh. 610 

R . Sa m:i. M. Raif 

Heart motif Palestinian 
Refugees 

20 mills 30 mills 

35 (5 X 7) 50 (5 X 10) 

40 x 40 mm 50 x 30 mm 

11~ 11 

1 9 00o~ooo 4oo,ooo 

World Health U. N.R .W.A. 
Day (Heart) 

I. el Tahtawi 

Flooded Temple 
Philae 

55 mills 

35 (5 X 7) 

40 x 40 mm 

11~ 

400 ~000 

U.N.E.S . C.O. 
Preservation 

Campaign 

Zeh. 611 Zeh. 612 

Ramadan Festival Social Work Day 3rd Rowing Festival 9 
Lux or 

1st Nove mber 1972 

I . el Tahtawi 

Hibiscus fl owers 

10 mi l ls 

100 (10 X 10) 

25 X 30 mm 

11 

? 

30t h Nov. 1972 

? 

Work Day 
Emblem 

20 mills 

35 (5 X 7) 

4o x 40 mm 

11~ 

1 ,000,000 

17th December 1972 

I. el Tahtawi 

Rowing 'Fours 1 on the 
Nile, beside the 
Karnak Temples 

20 mills 

50 (5x10) 

50 x 30 mm 

11 

1, 500 ,000 

Teams from the Universi tiEE 
of Egypt, England , 
Ameri ca, I taly and 
Russia took part in ·(;he 
Festival 



N E W 

Commemorative Stamps 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 

Design 

Denomination 

Sheet 

ISSUES 

50th Anniversary of Sc:iety 
of Friends of Art 

22nd May 19?2 

Head of Nefertiti 

20 mills 

35 (7 X 5) 

40 x 40 mm 

11-a-

19500~000 

C.E.H .Defriez 

Zeh. 599 

Africa Day 

25th May 1972 

Map of Africa 

2CJ ll:ills 

50 ( 10 X 5 ) 

26 x 43 mm 

11 X 11-a-

19500~000 

292 

Stamp dimensions 

Perforation 

Quantity pr inted 

Supplementary To celebrate the signing of the 
Organisation of African Unity Charter 
in Addis Ababa, 25 May 1963 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 

Design 

Denomination 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Perforation 

Quantity printed 

Supplementary 

Occasion 

Date of issue 

Design 

Denomination 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Perforation 

Quantity printsd 

Supplementary 

Zeh 600 Zell. 601 

20th Anniversar y of the Revolution 

2 0 t h J u l y 1 9 7 2 

Eagle Emblem Science and Faith Emblem 

20 mills 20 mills 

35 (5 X 7) 35 (5 X 7 ) 

40 X 40 mm 40 X 4o mm 

11-a- 1 1-a-

1 9000 , 000 1 ,000,000 

Zeho 602 Zeh. 603 Zeh. 604 

0 l y m p i c G a m e s M u n i c h 

1 7 t h A u g u s t 1 9 7 2 

Boxing Wres~ling Basket - Ball 

5 mills 1 0 mills 20 mills 

50 x 30 mm 

11 

1,0009000 

50 (5 x 10) of ea ch 

50 x 30 mm 

11 

1 ~0009000 

50 x 30 mm 

11 

1 ,000,000 

The Olympic Games t ook place in Munich between 26th 
August and 10th September 1972. Egypt took part in 
the above events. 

*** Illustrations of the New Issues feature d in this Isue of the Q.C . are on 
page 293. 

On page 288 will be found the illustrations of Spec iaJ. Cancels used with 
the New Issues of August to December 1978, "'hich were described by Mr Defriez 
in the Q.C., Whole Number 110 9 June 1979. 
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N E W I S S U E S 1 9 7 2 

NOTE: Not all illustrations are actual size - see Data Sheets for dimensions 
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Zeh~ :- 60?_1 
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Zeli .- 61 0 Zeh . 611 
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N E W I S S U E S o·· .) c . H. Defriez 

(all s t amps are pr in ced Ro~ogravure by Pos.al P11n·ing House, A.R.Egypt , and 
wi t h watermark Mul! ipld Eagle ~nl0se no:ed o~herwise) 

~ Note: this continues on fro m ~he De ce mber 1979 Q.C. , page 208 , in bridging 
between the stage reached in Zeht1:ri '1972 edit~_on , and the opening point of Mr 
DefriezD summarising of New Issues in S6pt /Dec 1977 Q.C. · 

Commemorative St amps 

Occasion 

Date of Issue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomina t ion 

Sheet 

Stamp Dimensions 

Perfor ation 

Quantity pr inted 

Supplementary 

Occa sion 

Date of I ssue 
Designer 
Design 

Denomination 

Sheet 

Stamp dimensions 

Perf oration 

Quantity print ed 

Supplementary 

Occasion 

Date of isst<.e 

Design 

Denominat ion 

Sheet 

Stamp dimens ions 

Zeh. 22.2. Zeh_59~ ~e h._d_:t,Q 

Pol i ce Day Interna tional Bouk 
Yea r 

9t h Fine Arts 
Biennale , Alexandr ia 

25 ,Jan. 19?2 25 ,Janua ry 19'?2 'i5 Februa r y 1972 

Police Emblem and Embl ems of Book Year 9 Di >i ded Palette 
(designed by Seif 

Wanli wit h his 
s ignature) 

activities UNESCO and UN 

20 mills 20 mills 

50 (5 X 10) 50 ( 10 X 5) 

50 X 30 mm 26 X 43 mm 

1la- X '11 11 X 11 ~ 

19500, 000 '1 9 500 ,ooo 

Cairo International Riad 
Fair Commamo:caticn 

5 Mar..::l:. 1972 21 Tvlarch 'i972 

20 mi lls 

35 (7 X 5) 

40 x 40 mm 

-n~ 

1 ,000,000 

The Exhibition included 
painting , engraving and 
.sculpture 

Zchc 595 

Mothe!'s 1 Day 

2·1 March ~ 972 

Fair Emblem Brig. Gen . Abd E~ 

M. Riad 
Mo \~ her bird wi th 

young 

20 mills 

50 ( 10 X 

26 X 43 mm 

11 X '11.:1 2 

'I~ 500 9000 

20 mills 

=;'I 
·'I 50 ('10 X 

26 X 43 mm 

~ 1 X 1~~ 

1 9500 ,000 

5) 

20 mills 

35 (5 X~ 

40 x 40 mm· 

11-a-

, , 000 9000 

Gen. Riad was born in 1919 and 
had a distinguished ca reer i n t he 
Army. He was killed in action on 
9th March '1969 . 

~f'ho 596 Z0h. 597 

50th Anniversar y of the dis co'l.·ery of TutanK:hamu.n 1 s 

2 6 A p r i l 1 9 7 2 

Tomb 

Head of Tutankhamun in 
s tuccoed a nd paint .d woodo 

Back of a chair decorated 

20 mills 

(no wat er mark) 35 (7 x 5) 

4o x L;.o mm 

with royal name~ 

55 mills 

35 ( 7 x 5) (no watermark) 

40 x 40" mm 

Perforation I Quant ity pr inted 11 ~ 1 ·1 ,ooo~ooo 

Supplementary : Tutankhamun reigned in Egypt f0!' 9 yea rs about 1300 B.C . He died 
in his youth and was buried in a s mall tomb in the Valley of t he Ki ngs . Englis h 
Egyptologist Howard Carter dis~ o-;ercd thia tomb in 1922; it contained 
ma nificen~ f ·r .·t r e ~-re 
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U P D A T A Update your Dat a 

UPDATA 12 reported by Mr K.D,Knight (ESC 150 ) 

Civil Censor shi£ in Eg;u>.t 1948-74 

Origina1 Study by P, Andrews 9 Q,C , Vill/8 Dece mber 1974 . Updated by K,D, 
Knight, Q,C. X/106 , June 1978, Addi'ional dat a as foJ.lows 

New Earlies t Dat e of Us e ,-

Censor Mark 14 10 JU 54 
" " 16 1 AU 54 
" I! 17 7 AU 54 

" " 18 18 SE 54 
" " 22 13 JL 54 

" 11 23 8 AUG 54 

" If 28 4 AP 54 

New Lates t Date of Us e ; -
Censor Mark 38 6 '11 74 

Type 32 Censor Mar k: recorded with t he integ-ral numb ~r 11 in Arabic numerals, 

Kennet h D, Knight (ESC 150) 

COMMENT ON 1939/45 Farouk £E 1 by M~ D. Carew (ESC 193) 

295 

A word about t he vari t y on Farouk £E 1 reported by Gino Pi pernoon P . 261 1 Vol. 
X, No o 9, March 1980. Thi s is on che las t stamp of t he penul t imate r ow with 
contr ols A/45 and A/45 A/46, The Ninth EdEion of Zeh _ri (1972) sta tes on page 
93 t hat t he sheet size was 10 x 5, so t his variety would be Row 4 number 10 9 not 
number 5 as s t a t.d. 

Incidentally, on t he s ame stamp ' here is another defo 'med 1 E1 which has a smal l 
whi te spur on 1 E 1 of 1 POSTES ' si tuat~d opposite and just below t he central baro 
I t does not s how up t oo well on ' he illustra tion on p , 261, but ano ther cons t ant 
variety on t he same stamp does - t he frame break on the left outer frame-line 12mm 
from t he t op. All t hes e appea r cons t ant not only with t he pl ain s t amp bat a lso 
with t hose i ssued f o:r GAZA overpr i nted with Zeheri type C. 

- David Gare~tJ (E.SC '1 93 ) 

Q U E S T I 0 N T I M E 

NEW QUESTION : Q, Time 24; Colour of GAZA Overpr ints 9 submitted by D. Carew 

" The Zeheri Type C overprint f or GAZA occ1rred on t he Farouk 50 pi and £E 1 
s tamps. On t he plain s t amps t he overprint is in a dull s~arle t 9 but on t he bar
overpr int ed stamps t he colour is brig-ht scarlet, Why was t his ? Doe s anyone 
know of a ny except ions ? 

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS : 

Q. Time 14 ( ' Overland Post age Due 5 illustration on page 219 1 Dec. 1979 9 Q.C, 112) 

"The handst a mp 1 O'.rerland Postage Due n John Davi.s 1 postcard i s an Indian marking 
r eferring to t he overland journey fr om Bombay to Calcutta" Such mar kings were 
us ed in earlier year s when letters arri ved prepaid by sea t o port of arrival -
usually Bombay o In t he present case 1 I suspect it is an anachr onism, used f or 
convenience t o indicate t he amount of pos t age due in gener al 9 1 Anna, 6 Pies . (I 
believe t he oversea postcard r a e was t hen 10 mills) Peter Smi th (ESC 74) 

Q, Time 17 ( ' APRES DEPAR'T' mark , submitted by Mr J Davis, Dec 1979, Q. C. 112) 
11 This marking has been recorded as an Egyptian marking or a l ong ',ime o It is 
oc casional ly seen cancelling stamps, more often on t he cover" Place of use is 
uncertain 1 but pr obably Alexandria. P~esumably it was used ·o i ndicate the reason 
for delay - s hi p or ·r ain f or t hat day having been missed. No fee seems to have 
been involved 9 ioe o i t is not analogous to "Late Fee" . I t s us e is not fully 
underst ood, as wit h i t s forerunner ij Dopo l a Partenza' 

Peter Smith (ESC 74) 
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S u p p l e m e n t 
M A T E R I A 1 f o r S A 1 E 

to Q.C. 114 Page 295A 
E G Y P T ------------------------------

Offered by P.E .WHETTER (ESC 133) Flat 1, Burrells, 25 Court Downs Road, 
Beckenham , Kent BR3 2TQ (Phone 01-658 3494) 

NOTE: Members wishing to buy should please deal direct with Mr Whet ter. Pos t age 
(and Registration if required) should be add.:;d to the prices shown. 
iWants 1 Lists invited. 

1866 A s mall selection Pr oofs 5 par a , 10 pa , 20 pa, 2 pi~?)~ 5 pi (2) 
and 10 pi (2) plus a few definitives (19 items) £30.00 

1923 A small mint & used collection includi ng 200 mill mint and £1 fine used 
block of 4 and a single (48 stamps) 12 .00 

1927 A small min t & used collection including some useful control blocks , 
500m used ( 3 ~ one t he fuse d 11 1 s var.) £1 us ed (3 9 both 
types ) (186 s tamps) 

1947 Airmail 2m- 200m in blocks of 4 , mint 
1927 500m mint corner single with control A/35 

500m min t vert i ca l corner pair with control A/34 (One the 
fused 11 variety) 

1948 Gaza 1m - £1 (exc ept 30m) 

Airmail Control Blocks of 4 ~ -

1927 
1933 

'1941 

1946 
194? 

1952 

27m violet 
1m 
2m 
4m 
8m 

10m 
70m 
90m 

5m A 40 
'l Om A 40 
25m A 40 

A 25 
A 38 
A 37 
A 36 
A 3'7 
A 39 
A 32 
A 32 

25m A 40 A 41 A 44 
A 46 

30m A 39 A 40 A 41 
13m A 47 (Position 1) 

2m A 47 (1) 
5m A 46 Dot (4) 
8m A it6 Dot (4) 

20m A 47 (4) 
40m A 47 Dot (4) 

IO)m A 47 Dot (2) 
2m A47 B47 A48 

Dot 
3m A 48 
5m A 48 D([)lt 
7m A 52 

10m A 46 A 47 
20m A 48 
30m A 46 A 47 
4om A 4? 
50m A 4? Dot 

100m A 47 Dot 

(4) 
(2) 
(2) 
(2) 
(2) 
(2) 

Dot(2) 
(2) 
(2) 
(2) 

£25 ; 
1 .60 
1.00 
1.00 
0.60 
o.6o 
2.00 
2.00 
0.20 
0.25 
0.70 

0.65 
0.85 
0.30 
0 012 
0.18 
0.26 
0 ,45 
0.9.5 
2 . 50 

0 .14 
0.20 
Oo25 
2 .00 
o.4o 
5 o00 
1 . 25 
8.00 
1 .75 
3.50 

27m brown A 29 
32 

A 37 
A 32 
A 32 
A 32 
A 32 
A 32 

2m A 
3m 
6m 
9m 

60m 
8om 

100m 
5m 

10m 
25m 
30m 

A 0 A 45 
A 40 A 45 
A 40 A 41 
A 39 

22m A 47 Dot 
3m A 47 
7m A 46 Dot 

10r.1 A 46 Do 
30m A 46 Dot 
50m A 47 

200m A 47 

A ~0 

(Position 4) 
(4) 
(4) 
(2) 
(4) 
(4) 
(1) 

2m ditto broken letter 

5m A 49 
7m A 48 missing letter 
8m A 46 Dot 

20m A 48 Dot 
:30m A 46 A 47 
4om A 47 missing letter 
50m P 47 

100m A 47 Dot 
200m A 1:,.7 Dot 

(2) 

(2) 
(2) 
(2) 
( 2) 
( 2) 
(2) 
(2) 
(1) 
(2) 

23o 00 
5.00 

12.00 

25.00 
3.40 

3.00 
1 .00 
o.4o 
1 .50 
2.00 
2 .00 
2 .00 
6.50 
0.20 
0 . 30 
0.70 
0.85 

0. 40 
Oo 15 
Oo24 
0.35 
0,80 
1 .00 
5.00 
o. 45 

0.25 
2.00 
0. 50 
5.00 
1 .25 

12 . 00 
1 . 75 
3 •. 50 
6.50 

Mr Whet ter reports t hat he is making up a fe w Club Booklets of material not 
worth a sepai~at e listing o He will be please to eend a s election to any members 
interested. 
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S u p p 1 e m e n t to Q.C. 114 Page 295B 

M A T E R I A L f o r S A 1 E T HE S U D A N 

Offered by W.C.Andrews (ESC 132) 
Gwent NP6 

39 Bigstone Grm~e, Tutshill, Cheps tow, 
7EN (Phone Chepstow 4320) 

NOTE ~ Members wishing t cr buy should please deal di!'e t with Mr Andrews o 
(Zeheri catal ogue numbers) 

Postage Stamps 

Ze 43a 5m centre misplaced mint £ 2800 
45a 15m centre misplaced mint 2.00 
47 Var 3P entre mispl aced mi nt 2e00 
63 5m on 10m unmounted mint 0.10 
64 LH,p on 5m I! !! 1 .50 2 
81a 1m Arabic letter with double dot fine used 1 .00 
83a 3m !! " 11 !! 1t !! !! 1.00 
84a 4m 11 11 !! !! !! 1! tl 1 .00 
85a 5m ·~ " 11 1! n 11 !! 1 .00 
86a 10m 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 1.00 
87a 15m 11 11 11 11 " 1t 1t 1.00 

NOTE ~ as far &s possi bl~:. 9 81 a to 87a will be s upplied 
in pair wit h normal at no .x ra charge. 

Air Mail Stamps 

Ze 31 I 32 I 33 I 34 1933 Su_rc:har ges Set of 4 unmounted 
mint £ 1 .00 

dit to 

Officia l St al!!Es 

Pair s and blo~ks of 4 -..mmountad mint 

Ze 27 Var 1m Arabic letter with double dot - unmounted 

29 Var 3m 11 11 11 !t !! 1' 

31 Var 5m 11 " " !! " " 
32 Var 10m 11 11 11 11 !! " 
33 Var 15m " 11 " " " " 

(Note: these ara as post&ge stamps 81a t o 87a abo\•e) 

mint '1 .00 
11 1o00 
I! 1 .00 
11 'l .oo 
I! 1 .00 

A few a r e in pair wi ·eh normal and wi lJ b e supplie <i at no extra char ge o 

Official Stam;es 

I have also been fortunate i.n obtaining several copies of a vari ety 
hitherto lmknown to me 

Ze 12 

ditto 

1m QS .G.! 
variety 

ditt o 

Surchar go?. Doubl 
Used 

an outstanding 

a pair or block of 4 Us d 

2 . 50 

( prG rata) 


